Forest Tent Caterpillar

Spraying Dilemma

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency recently issued a public notice of intent to issue a new pesticide draft permit in regards to the spraying of Forest Tent Caterpillars. (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System/State Disposal System Pesticide Draft Permit). The draft permit proposal is quite lengthy and somewhat confusing. Property owners were given a public comment period to express their concerns until February 17th. After numerous comments, the MPCA made some changes to the Draft and therefore a second public comment period has been offered. Comment period is until April 6, 2011. They will then make their final decision in regards to the new rules and regulations.  

Due to too many known and unknown variables, the LLPOA Board has decided not to coordinate spraying for the Forest Tent Caterpillars this season for the following reasons:

1. Final ruling from the MPCA?

2. Time frame for collecting money for spraying and actual spray time. 

3. Liability – what if someone gets sprayed that didn't want to get sprayed?

4. Fuel costs are still on the rise. How will that effect the cost of spraying?

5. Inspection will require hiring an Agronomist and paying an additional fee.

6. Permit fee for Benson Air Ag could effect the final cost.

7. Property owners not paying – can't afford to pay for our neighbors!

8. Not able to skip properties anymore – too difficult for Sprayer.

9. Apathy – no one stepping up to the plate to help.

10. Very time consuming for one volunteer (not to mention stressful).

This does not mean that property owners can not be sprayed this season if they wish. If you or your neighbors want to organize your area to be sprayed you certainly may! Contact information: Doug Jackson at Benson Air Ag, Inc. 330 20th St. NW, Benson, MN 56215. Phone 320-843-4300. Cell 320-760-1702. bensonairag@yahoo.com
For more information on this subject you can go to www.pca.state.mn.us Click on Regulations and then click on Public Notices. Good luck!
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PS. Those of you who sent in money last year and were not sprayed will be issued a refund of $50.00.

