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It’s Time to Renew your 2015 Annual Membership
Included in this newsletter is an envelope plus membership and fish stocking document. It can be

returned by mail or at the annual meeting. The dues are $25 per year. If you would like to contribute

to the fish stocking fund, you have that opportunity, too. Thank you for joining your neighbors with

membership in the Latoka Property Owners Association. Let’s Keep Lake Latoka As Beautiful As It Is

Today For Our Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren!!!!!!

2015 LLPOA Annual Meeting -
Saturday, April 25th, at LaGrand Town Hall at 9 AM

Please join your neighbors on Lake Latoka to be updated on what is happening on YOUR LAKE. It’s

a way to get to know your neighbors. If you have never attended, this may be the year to come. We

need to preserve OUR beautiful lake.

Our speakers will be Jim Stratton, our county commissioner, re: county issues. A deputy sheriff

from the Water Patrol re: regulations and issues. Dick Bromley, LaGrand Town Board re: township

issues. Last but not least, Brian Bausman, MNDOT project manager, re: replacement of I #94

bridges in 2018 & 2019. Brian called March 30th, to see if we would have like to have some input.

The annual meeting is the perfect place for him to come. He said the engineer for the project may

come, too, if he is available.

Refreshments will be served. Door prizes will go to the lucky attendees.

It is a good time to turn in your dues of $25. 

Come join your friends and neighbors Saturday, April 25th, 9 AM, at LaGrand Town Hall.

Thank You, Greg Peterson
A great big thank you to Greg Peterson for his time, energy, talent, and knowledge for being on our

board 7 years. He has been our president for 4 of those years. His dedication to our lake is much

appreciated. Thank you Greg for all the walleyes in our future. (Greg has agreed to continue as

Fishing Committee Chair)
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LeTTeR FROM THe PReSIDeNT

I hope everyone had a good winter and joyful holiday season. I guess we don’t have much to

complain about this last winter unless you enjoy the winter sports. There weren’t too many

snowmobiles out. My wife, Gloria, didn’t do much cross country skiing. My snowshoes were never

taken out of storage. I’m also assuming the lake level will not rise that much this spring, unless we get

torrential rains.

As you may recall, we planted native plants and wild flowers in the curbed area on the north boat

access last year. I’m really hoping they will survive the winter. Keep your fingers crossed that they will

start to spread out and show off their stuff this year. If you get some time, swing by and take a look at

them. We still have to work on labeling the plants so everyone will know what they are looking at.

Hopefully this will serve as a good example of what you could do in an area on your own property. It

might just give you a few ideas?

This year’s annual meeting is Saturday, April 25th at 9 AM. The speakers will be Jim Stratton, our

County Commissioner, a deputy sheriff from the Douglas County Water Patrol, and Dick Bromley, a

LaGrand township board member. Make sure you come to hear Jim as he will address the county

issues. The water patrol will update us with the regulations and other important issues. Dick will update

us on township issues. Roads are a pretty hot topic at this time. Come with questions and/or

comments.

I will be leaving the board this year and turning the torch over to someone new. After being president

for the last four years, I believe it’s time. As I’m sitting here reflecting on what has happened over the

last seven years I’ve served on the board, I have nothing but fond memories. I often think about Mike

Busian and Harlan Karlstad who both passed away while on the board. What a joy it was to know them

for the short period of time. I also think of the board members I had the privilege to serve with, the

meetings we’ve had at our homes, and the comradery that goes with it. Also and not least, was the

ability to be able to meet so many of the lakeshore owners at the picnics and annual meetings. It truly

has been a pleasure to serve you!

We have a great lake and a great board that represents you. Please…Please…Please show them

your support by being a member of the Lake Association. The dues are $25/year. We have no other

source of income other than our dues. The dues per household is so small, but combined (275+ houses

on the lake times $25) makes our budget for the year. There has been a slight Hoping all of you the

best! decline in membership over the last few years and I really want that trend to reverse itself. Please

complete the enclosed slip for dues and bring it to the annual meeting or mail it now.

Thanks for everyone’s support. It’s been great to be your neighbor and fellow lake shore owner.

Greg Peterson, President

Mark Your Calendars
• Kids’ Ground Water Day will be held on Friday, May 1st at the Runestone Community

Center.

• Kids’ Fishing Day will be held on Saturday, July 11th, from 11 AM to 3 PM at Fleet Farm.

• The DCLA will co-sponsor the 5th Grade Poster Contest again, which will be held

March/April 2015. They will donate $500, for the purchase of science materials to the

winning classroom and five $10 prizes for the individual poster winners for the Stewardship

Week Event.



Keep In Touch
In an effort to keep in touch with all the lake shore owners we are trying to compile all of your email addresses.

Periodically throughout the year we may have announcements that concern you as part of the LLPOA. If you have never

received an email from us, please send us an email at lakelatoka@hotmail.com to be put on the list. All emails will be

sent out as blind copies, so your email address will not be disclosed. Please include your name on the request.

We will use this to contact you if lost rafts, paddle boats, canoes etc. are found washed

up on another part of the lake. Also we will use this communication list for reminders

for the annual meeting, boat parade, picnic and forest caterpillar information. 

It is a great tool for getting information to you quickly. Thank you for your attention in this matter.
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If you are planning to clean up your yard, and don’t have a place to compost the leaves, so burning them is what
you choose to do, you need a permit. The permit may be obtained from
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/burningpermits If you have another practical alternative to burning, that would be
much better.

Minnesota is known as the land of 15,000 lakes; approximately 12,000 of those lakes are over 100
acres in size. Each lake is unique and each has its own group of people that are passionate about the
quality of the lake and its future. It is human nature to protect what we care about, and it’s up to
everyone who cares about a lake to leave it clean, as a legacy for future generations to enjoy.

Lake associations are organized groups of people who come together because they do care about a
specific lake, and as a group, can determine and carry out the best actions to protect the lake. Lake
associations represent the first line of defense for protecting the water quality and ecological integrity
of the lake.

Associations serve a variety of valuable functions. They can monitor the condition of the lake, educate
shore land property owners about individual and collective actions to protect the lake, and network with
other lake associations to learn from their experiences. They can also provide volunteers to assist in
lake and watershed projects and advocate for the lake and its watershed to local and state officials.

Sometimes a lake association forms to solve a particular problem, such as the presence of Eurasian
water milfoil, unwanted development, poor water quality, or water level concerns. However, don’t wait
for a problem.

There’s only one basic rule-if you and other who utilize the lake resource don’t take actions to protect
your lake, no one else will.

(Reprinted from the Minnesota Lakes Association Reporter, Nov/Dec 2000)( Article taken from the Latoka Loon Ramblings, June 2001)

Why Should I Join A Lake Association?
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS FOR LAKE SHORE OWNERS
DOUGLAS COUNTY LAND AND ReSOURCe 

DAVID RUSH - DIRECTOR                                                             320-762-3863

DePARTMeNT NATURAL ReSOURCeS
DEAN BECK - AREA FISHERIES SUPERVISOR                          320-634-4573
LESLIE GEORGE - AQUATIC PLANT MANAGEMENT             320-634-4573
MITCH LAWLER –CONSERVATION OFFICER-ALEX AREA 320-219-7765
MIKE BOLINSKI – AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES 218-739-7576

DOUGLAS COUNTY SHeRIFF & WATeR PATROL
WATER SAFETY ENFORCEMENT                                  320-762-8151

DISTRICT 12 STATe SeNATOR 
SENATOR TORREY WESTROM  

sen.torreywestrom@senate.mn 651-296-3826

DISTRICT 12 B STATe RePReSeNTATIVe
REP. PAUL ANDERSON    

rep.paulanderson@house.mn 651-296-4317 OR 800-339-6071

DOUGLAS COUNTY COMMISSIONeR
 JAMES STRATTON jkmc@gctel.net 320-808-5096
LAGRAND TOWNSHIP HALL 320-763-7482

GARY THOENNES 763-4811 • RICHARD BROMLEY 759-1160 • STEVE SCHMIDT 759-2319

PLEASE HELP!
Please help us keep our lake ownership list up to date.  We need this information for sending out the newsletters,
compiling new Lake Latoka directories and for sending welcome representatives to the new lakeshore owners.

Please contact Sue Orpen at 320-762-1708 or sorpen@charter.net, 
1)  If you own a vacation home on Lake Latoka, but have changed your home mailing address.
2)  If you have sold your property on Lake Latoka.
3)  Or if you know of any property that has changed hands on the lake. Giving me this information, even if you don't 

know the new owners name, is very helpful.  
Thanks!   Sue Orpen 

C. J. Rosen, Extension Soil Scientist, Department of Soil, Water, and Climate B. P. Horgan,

Extension Turfgrass Specialist

Fertilizers are used by homeowners to maintain and improve landscape beauty and quality. Increased

use of home lawn and garden fertilizers, however, has caused concern about pollution of lakes and

groundwaters.

The two fertilizer nutrients primarily involved, nitrogen and phosphorus, are needed by all plants for

healthy growth. Although an individual lawn or garden seems small, the total area of lawns and

gardens in urban environments can be significant. Runoff and drainage waters carrying these

nutrients may move over hard-surfaced streets where there is no soil to act as a filter. The potential

result is an increase in pollution problems.

Proper fertilizer use can enhance plant growth without polluting the environment. Yet, misuse of fertilizer

may not only harm the environment, but may result in injury to landscape plants.

Continued page 5
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In an effort to reduce phosphorus runoff to surface waters, the Minnesota state legislature passed laws

in 2002 and 2004 that restrict phosphorus fertilizer use on lawns. 

Guidelines for fertilizer application and landscape maintenance
1. Have your soil tested and follow soil test recommendations. Application of phosphorus fertilizer to

established turf in Minnesota is regulated by state law. Unless a soil test indicates a need, phosphorus

fertilizer cannot be applied to established turf.

2. Although phosphorus use on gardens is not restricted, a phosphorus-free fertilizer should be used on

high phosphorus testing soils.

3. For further information on soil testing and calculating fertilizer rates, refer to BU-01731, Soil Test

Interpretations and Fertilizer Management for Lawns, Turf Gardens, and Landscape Plants.

4. Water your lawn after fertilizing, but do not allow water to run off into streets or lakes.

5. Any fertilizer spilled on roads or sidewalks should be promptly cleaned up.

6. Never apply fertilizer to frozen ground.

7. Clippings not left on the lawn, leaves, and other plant debris should be removed as soon as possible

from street gutters, sidewalks, and driveways. This plant material can be composted, used in the garden

as a mulch, or disposed of through appropriate community services.

8. When mowing lawns, do not direct clippings into the street or lake.

9. Aerate compacted or high thatch lawns to promote better water infiltration and reduce runoff potential.

10. For lakeshore owners, landscaping practices that would force runoff water to seep into the soil before

entering the lake are suggested:

1. Leave a “buffer zone”—a strip of unmanaged grasses or natural vegetation—to grow around the

shoreline. This vegetation will help prevent soil erosion from the shoreland and will also remove 

and retain some of the nutrients that would otherwise enter the lake.

2. Construct and maintain a modified “berm” along the shoreline. This is best described as a slight

hump in the ground that would run near and parallel to the shoreline. This rise in the ground/lawn

will serve as an obstacle to the rapid and direct nutrient-rich runoff into the lake.

Summary

Improper use of lawn and garden fertilizers may contribute to pollution of lakes and groundwaters. Avoiding

over-application of fertilizer by following soil test guidelines as well as by practicing simple landscape

maintenance techniques will help reduce potential pollution problems and protect natural resources.

(Reprinted from University of Minnesota Extension, © 2015 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.)
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Walleye Stocking Update
In the fall of 2014 we stocked another 6,500 walleyes in the lake. The walleyes were quite a bit

bigger and more impressive than last years. As you can see, we had more pounds we put in but less
total fish as these averaged 13 fish per pound as compared to the last stocking, of about 26 per pound.
It also represents the most pounds of walleyes we put in at any one single time at 500.

I also noticed when researching the DNR stocking that they also put some yearlings and adults
in the lake in 2014, so we should end up with a great balance of new fish introduced into the lake last
year.

I’m including the stocking chart
with what has been placed into the
lake over the last fourteen years.
Between the lake association
stockings in conjunction with the
Viking Sportsman Club we have now
stocked over 47,000 fish over the last
7 years alone. Combined with the
DNR and in the same time period over
68,000 fish have gone in Lake Latoka.

During our survey last year one
of the questions was “Do you believe
the fish stocking has helped the
lake?”. Some of you were unsure, but
the majority of those returning surveys
thought it had. I whole heartily agree.
I don’t walleye fish a lot. But this last
ice fishing season, which for me is at
first ice till about the middle of
January, never once did I go out and
not catch at least one walleye. I’m
guessing I had about 12-14 days I
fished. When I moved on the lake
about 12 years ago, I might have
caught one walleye every two or three
times when I went out. What a
turnaround in such a short period of
time!

Once again I want to give a big
thanks to all of you who have
contributed to the fish stocking funds.
I hope you also have seen an upswing
in your personal stringers.

Let’s keep it going!
Greg Peterson
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Steve Henry, Jr, Douglas County Water Planner, announced that there is new money available from the State

of MN to clean out the oldest sediment pond in Douglas County. It is located west of Lake Latoka on the corner

of West Latoka Dr. and Latoka VW Dr. The cleanout will not happen until a permanent easement strip is

established between the pond and Latoka VW Drive. Gary and Gloria Deick are the owners of the lot that the

pond is on. They have agreed to give the easement to Douglas County. This is great news as this pond has been

degrading the water quality and in need of cleaning out for the past 26 years. At this time, it is unknown when

the work will begin.

For the people who don’t know the history of this sediment pond, I’ll try to tell the story but can’t remember the

exact dates of events. And, there were a lot of them!!

The land, which had a gravel pit and large hill, was owned by Bob Rosengren. They sold to the Riley Brother’s

Construction Company of Morris, MN. In approximately 1993, they started excavating the entire hill and gravel

pit without any erosion barriers or permits. That summer, we got a 3 inch rain and the water washed a

tremendous amount of sand and dirt down into the wetland at the SE corner. In a short period of time, the

wetland was completely filled with silt, which then traveled into Lake Latoka. In order to get an after-the-fact

permit, the DC Planning Commission required the Riley Brothers to install a sediment pond to capture future

runoff, as the only condition. A lot was taken for granted. No owner was specified. No government or private

entity was specified to govern the maintenance or financial liabilities.

Everything about the pond was left in limbo. The pond went with the lot when sold and resold. Lake Latoka

Property Owners Association worked over 20 years to get the county, township, DNR and/or the PCA to clean

out the pond but it was never accomplished. The problem with liability always came to the surface. Hopefully the

problem will now be solved and will correct one of the biggest water quality problems on Lake Latoka.

Kids and adults have so much fun in the lake when they have a raft to provide entertainment. The rafts must be

registered. Go to info.dnr@state.mn.us All rafts must be marked with reflectors on all four corners. You are

assigned a number that must be displayed on the raft. Rafts must be registered every 3 years. There is no charge.

News from the Douglas County Lake Association
Dorothy Klemann, Secretary for the DCLA retired effective January 1, 2015. Dorothy has been the secretary for
more than 26 years. She was appointed secretary when the organization was incorporated. Linda Dokken-
McFann volunteered to take over the secretary responsibilities. Dorothy, enjoy retirement.
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MISSION STATeMeNT
"The Lake Latoka Property Owner's Association (LLPOA) is organized to encourage wise use and preservation of Lake
Latoka in order to maintain the delicate ecological balance between the lake and adjacent shore land. The association will
coordinate and lead environment efforts to provide government and regulator liaisons, promote education and public
awareness, and be the advocacy of Lake Latoka regarding lake shore issues."
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LAKe LATOKA WeBSITe:  http://www.latokaassociation.org/
YOUR ASSOCIATION

Board Members

Other Volunteers

Eric Nelson enelson@heartlandorthopedics.com Through April 2017
1514 Firemen’s Lodge Rd. SW 320-219-7396

Joni Norman joninorman@yahoo.com Through April 2017
2706 Latoka Lodge Rd SW 320-762-2794

Doug Ahrenstorff douglas-ahrenstorff@gmail.com Through April 2017
3766 Iona Way SW 320-763-4300

Myrna Hunt (Secretary) kaimyrna@charter.net Through April 2016
1118 Firemen’s Lodge Road 320-762-1420

Natalie Johnson sunsetnat@centurylink.net Through April 2015
1002 Firemen’s Lodge Road 320-763-4725

Harvey Kranzler (Treasurer) hkranzler@gmail.com Through April 2016
1231 W. Latoka Dr. SW 320-763-9763

Open Position

Barb Peterson barb-peterson@hotmail.com Through April 2016
555 West Latoka Drive 320-762-8719

Vern Lorsung vlorsung@charter.net Water Quality Monitor
320-763-3892 DCLA - Rep

Terry Orpen tlo51@charter.net Water Quality Monitor
320-762-1708

Sue Orpen sorpen@charter.net Greeter for Big Lake Latoka
320-762-1708 Data Base manager for 

Mailing List

Karen Cook kcook@gctel.net Greeter for Big Lake Latoka
320-762-8188

Greg Peterson                         ggp_1@msn.com                           Fishing Committe Chair
3807 Forest Park Rd. SW         320-491-7714

Tony Llopis lakelatoka@hotmail.com E-Mail Correspondent
Pat Jepsen

Joan Akkerman akkerman@gctel.net North & South Sign Box 
320-759-1557 Coordinator

Gary & Glenna Gibbons ggibs@embarqmail.com 4th of July Boat Parade
320-759-7614 Coordinators


