
Please mark your calendar and plan to join 

other Lake Latoka property owners at the Lake 

Latoka Property Owners Association (LLPOA) 

annual meeting on April 30. The meeting will 

be held at the LaGrand Town Hall at 9 a.m. The 

LaGrand Town Hall is located at 501 Town 

Hall Road NW.  

The agenda includes an update from your 

LLPOA board members on the past years 

projects, election of new board members, and 

guest speakers: Brian Bausman, Minnesota 

Department of Transportation (MN DOT) 

Project Engineer and Jeff Forester, Executive 

Director of Minnesota Lakes and Rivers 

Advocates (MLR). 

Bausman will provide an update on the I-94 

bridge replacement. The bridges are scheduled 

to be replaced in 2018 and 2019. Bausman will 

answer questions about the bridge project. 

Forester will give a presentation titled “Local 

Collaborations and Action Preventing 

Protecting Lakes.” According to the MLR  

website: “Minnesota Lakes and Rivers  

Advocates is the only advocacy group solely 

focused on protecting Minnesota’s lake and 

river heritage for current and future  

generations by forging powerful links between 

lakes, lake advocates, and policy makers.” 

The annual meeting is also a good time to pay 

your annual LLPOA dues. Dues make it 

possible for the Lake Association to publish 

our newsletter and directory; pay dues to the 

Douglas County Lake Association, annually 

test lake water; host the annual picnic, and 

conduct our annual meeting.  

Refreshments will be served. A door prize will 

be given away. 

LLPOA Annual Meeting April 30 

Seventy percent of Latoka property owners are members of Lake 

Latoka Property Owners Association (LLPOA). This fact states 

loudly that property owners do care about the lake. The LLPOA 

is in need of people like you to run for open board positions this 

spring. We have one unfilled board position, three terms expiring 

(Myrna Hunt, Barb Peterson and Harvey Kranzler), and one 

resignation (Joni Norman). Hunt and Peterson are not seeking  

re-election. Elections will be held at the annual meeting. 

The LLPOA also needs people interested in helping maintain the 

native flower plantings at the north boat access. This area needs 

weeding and watering on occasion. If your talents are more 

“techy” than “green thumb,” your help with the website design 

and management is needed. Please talk to a board member if 

you can help. 

Lake associations provide a valuable link between property 

owners and government agencies. They are often the first line of 

defense for protecting water quality and the ecological integrity 

of the lake. Your membership dues and involvement are  

important to the organization. If you’re not a member, consider 

becoming one this year. If you’d like to be more involved, 

consider a board or volunteer position.  

Lake Association needs Board Members and Volunteers 
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With summer drawing near, people will be putting their  

watercraft in the water and the joy of lake activity will begin. It 

is important that everyone remember that there can only be joy 

in the activity if everyone respects one another and abides by 

the laws and regulations. Too often enjoyment is spoiled, or 

worse, someone is injured or property is damaged, due to  

careless operation of watercraft. According to Sergeant Greg  

Winters from the Douglas County Sheriff’s office, there have 

only been a handful of calls on Lake Latoka over the last three 

years. The majority of the calls are for jet ski violations. Most 

of the time it is jet skis operating too close to shore or being out 

too late in the evening. A helpful reference might be to stay off 

shore at least 150 feet, about a half of a football field or about 

the width of two lake lots. Operation of personal watercraft is  

allowed only from 9:30 a.m. to one hour before sunset. There 

was a call last summer about personal watercraft (jet skis)  

chasing and harassing Loons. It is illegal to harass wildlife.  

Remember Loons are the Minnesota State Bird, and they  

are protected. 

The Douglas County Water Sheriff does random patrols on all 

the lakes in the county. Most often they are checking for boat 

registration and life jacket inspection. Last summer one boater 

on Lake Latoka was fined for not having current boat 

registration. All boats must be licensed and registered, 

including non-motorized crafts that are 10 feet and longer 

(kayaks, paddle boards, canoes). Life jackets should always be 

accessible, not tucked under the hull or packed away.  

The Water Sheriff will also be looking to see if swim rafts 

(including water trampolines) are properly marked and 

registered. Swim rafts need to be registered with the Sheriff’s 

office. Every year the Sheriff department auctions off many 

rafts, kayaks, and paddle boards that were found after storms 

and left unclaimed by the owners. If they are not licensed or 

registered it becomes difficult to find the owner. Large 

swimming inflatables that are not anchored in the lake should 

be removed from the water at the end of the day, as not to 

interfere with wildlife. Sergeant Winters believes that simple 

boating courtesy goes a long way for making sure everyone has 

a safe, enjoyable boating season. 

Everyone plays a vital role in protecting our lake, the safety of 

those on the water, and the property of others. Respect others 

on the lake and the property of lakeshore owners. Take time to 

read regulations and safety tips. Make sure that everyone in the 

family as well as guests are also familiar and abide by  

regulations, and demonstrate respect for others when they are 

operating watercraft, skiing, wakeboarding, tubing, fishing, etc. 

If regulation or ordinance violations or individuals operating 

recklessly are observed, please talk to the individuals, or if  

necessary contact the appropriate office. The phone number for 

the Douglas County Sheriff and Water Patrol is 320-762-8151. 

The bottom line is that all watercraft operators need to be 

aware of regulations and abide by them and respect others. 

ENJOY A FUN, SAFE YEAR ON LAKE LATOKA!!! 

Watercraft Enjoyment – Operating With Respect and Abiding the Law 

From the President 
Education is a huge factor in clean lakes. Progress can be seen 

as there were no new zebra mussel infected lakes in our county 

this past year. Douglas County has 21 lakes and 29 public  

accesses.  Land and Resource conducted 5,600 boat inspections 

last summer, and they found that 97 percent of the people were 

in compliance. We are lucky that the DNR is not finding zebra 

mussels in Lake Latoka, but everyone still needs to be diligent 

in following the correct protocol for boats, lifts, and docks. All 

of us need to do our part to protect the health of Lake Latoka.  

I hope many of you will attend the annual meeting on April 30. 

We have a large turnover of board members coming up and we 

need you to get involved. Please consider becoming a board 

member or a volunteer for your lake association. 

I wish you all an enjoyable summer with family and friends.  

And I wish to express my many thanks for allowing me to be 

your association president. 

Joni Norman 

Spring is now in our sight again. It’s an exciting time at the 

lake as we watch the ice go off and the return of birds and  

waterfowl. Many of us anxiously await the return of our  

beloved Loons and anticipate hearing that special wail. 

It has been a great year serving as president of LLPOA. It is 

with deep regret that I will be resigning early due to personal 

reasons. My year as president has been very gratifying and 

extremely educational. It was not as daunting as I had first  

anticipated. I was fortunate enough to serve on this board with 

many other wonderful board members and volunteers. 

I have learned a great deal about the health and care of our 

lake. It was extremely educational to attend Douglas County 

Lake Association (DCLA) meetings. These meeting gave me a 

deeper understanding of all the lakes in the county and how we 

are all connected in our goal of clean water, natural resources 

and economic impact. There are many organizations working 

on attaining funds to help fulfill the many needs of our lakes. 
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Lakeshore Restoration 
One of the best ways to protect your lake investment is to  

protect the health of the lake it is on. Most of us have  

purchased homes/cabins on Lake Latoka because of the water 

quality. We want clean, clear water to swim, boat and fish in. Is 

the value of your investment going to hold if the lake quality is 

compromised? Is a manicured lawn to the lake going to matter 

if the lake isn’t clean and healthy? When native shoreland is 

converted to lawn it increases runoff up to 500 percent. Deep 

rooted native vegetation absorbs and purifies both surface 

runoff and shallow ground water thus reducing the amount of 

pollution that reaches the lake. Natural buffers between lakes 

and yards can help reduce pollution to the lake. Lake shore 

plantings also attract and support fish, birds, and butterflies. 

Deep roots stabilize the soil and protect the shoreland from 

wave erosion.  

Getting started on a project like this may seem a bit daunting 

and expensive, but help is available. The first step would be to 

contact Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation District 

(SWCD) 320-763-3191. Typically 75 percent of project eligible 

costs can be reimbursed to the homeowner after completion of 

the project. SWCD will help you design a plan for your 

lakeshore, recommend landscapers if you choose to hire out the 

labor, and provide  a list  

of nurseries that sell  

native plants. 

For more information on 

lakeshore restoration visit 

the DNR website:  

www.dnr.state.mn.us/

lakescaping/index.html 

Fish Stocking Update by Greg Peterson 

We had another successful stocking of walleyes in the lake this 

last January. Little Latoka was the recipient of the fish this time 

as every third year they go into the little lake and then two years 

in a row into the big lake. We released about 5000 walleyes that 

averaged 15 fish per pound.  

With the donations of the lake shore  

owners, the walleyes released this  

winter now bring the total of fish  

released into the lake to 52,120 walleyes 

since 2009. In the same time period, the 

DNR has released 21,456 walleyes. 

The lake was surveyed in 2015. We don’t 

have published results yet, but we did a little 

investigation on our own. The gill net survey 

in 2005 was 6.8 per net. In 2009 there were 

1.9 fish per net and in 2015 were 6.5 fish per 

net. The survey results are not an exact  

science. We started intensive stocking in 2009 and at first 

appearance the results look outstanding going from 1.9 in 2009 

to 6.5 per net in 2015, but the netting results also are weather 

dependent. If the weather doesn’t cooperate at the time the nets 

are in the lake, the results will be lower being the nets are 

dependent on fish movement. 

A better testimony for results would be angler success. What is 

baffling to me is our gill net surveys are about the same as they 

were in 2005. I know personally I had a hard time buying a fish 

in Latoka 10 years ago. From my own personal experience, it 

has dramatically improved, and I don’t think it’s because I have 

become a better angler. Also, from talking to others last  

summer, several told me they were doing “very”  

good on the lake. 

The bad news is there will be some changes 

coming in the future with the amount of fish we 

will be able to stock in the lake. The stocking 

program through the Viking Sportsman Club has 

now expired. In my opinion, the program was a 

huge success. Last year the DNR actually 

discouraged stocking in several of the lakes 

because the gill net surveys were getting too 

high. This was all due in part to taking advantage 

of the matching funds from the Viking 

Sportsman Club and the amount of money each 

lake was able to raise. So, going forward, we will 

be on our own, but when we first decided to 

stock the lake, we did this by ourselves without 

any help. We should consider ourselves very 

fortunate to receive the many thousands of dollars from the 

Viking Sportsman Club. By next fall, we will have to make 

the decision to either stock every other year or reduce the 

amount of fish we put into the lake every year. If we go with 

stocking every other year, this then will pose the question as to 

how to alternate the stocking in both of the lakes. We will just 

have to tackle this question when we see what kind of monies 

we have to spend. 

Once again, a big thanks to all of you that have contributed to 

the fish stocking. We hope your support will be continued. 

Keep the line tight! 

Restored lakeshore  
Photo MN DNR website 



Update on Zebra Mussels from the MN DNR 
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The good news is no zebra mussels were found 

by the Minnesota Department of Natural  

Resources (MN DNR) in its September 2015 

dive in Lake Latoka. Mark Ranweiler from the 

MN DNR reminds property owners on the lake 

to continue to check for zebra mussels in the 

fall as you are removing equipment from the 

lake. If people are interested in conducting 

additional monitoring, a simple piece of PVC 

pipe attached to rope tied to a dock could be 

placed in the water in the spring and then 

checked in August and every month  

afterwards until equipment is removed.  

Everyone should continue to take preventative  

measures, as outlined in the DNR handbook, to 

prevent infestation.   

 

The following is the DNR search  

efforts report on Lake Latoka as provided by  

Mark Ranweiler, MN DNR.  

2013 Summary: 

Mark Ranweiler received a report from  

2Lt Shane Siltala on June 04, 2013, about  

possible zebra mussels in Lake Latoka.  

CO Siltala was contacted by an individual 

about zebra mussels stuck on the intake of a 

boat motor. A picture and sample were not 

provided, however a general location of  

where the watercraft was located can be seen 

in Map 1.  

An inspection for the presence of zebra  

mussels was conducted on July 01, 2013. MN 

DNR staff surveyed sites near the  

reported location using snorkeling and wading 

methods.  Staff searched a total of 12 locations 

(See Map 1), and looked at 394 objects such as 

docks, rocks,  sticks, and native mussels.  

No zebra mussels were located during this 

search. 

On July 10, 2013, Lt. Mike Sheldon received  

a phone call from an individual, who found a 

zebra mussel attached to a rock while  

snorkeling on the SW side of Latoka  

(See Map 2). The zebra mussel was quite large, 

1.25 inches (see Photo 1) and was capable  

of reproducing.  

Search efforts continued on July 12, 2013.  

MN DNR staff snorkeled and waded at seven  

locations (see Map 2) and looked at  

approximately 700 objects. No additional  

zebra mussels were located. However, as a 

result of single zebra mussel being found in 

Lake Latoka, a precautionary approach was 

taken, and Lake Latoka was designated  

as infested.  

“No zebra mussels 

were located during the 

dive efforts and it is 

still unknown whether 

a reproducing 

 population of zebra 

mussels exists in Lake 

Latoka.” 

Photo 1: Zebra mussel found by an  

individual while snorkeling in  

Lake Latoka in 2013. 

Map 1: Initial reported location 

of zebra mussels in Lake Latoka 

and areas searched on  

July 1, 2013.  
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Map 3: Areas searched for  

zebra mussels on September 21, 2015. 

(above) 

Map 2: Areas searched on July 12, 2013 and the 

approximate location where the individual located 

a zebra mussel attached to a rock.  

(Above) 

2014 Summary: 

MN DNR staff was not able to perform any 

search efforts in Lake Latoka in 2014. A  

dive plan was approved to search Lake Latoka 

in 2015. 

2015 Summary: 

On September 21, 2015, MN DNR staff  

conducted SCUBA searches to determine if a 

population of zebra mussels is present in  

Lake Latoka. Staff searched a total of three  

locations (See Map 3) and looked at  

312 objects.  

No zebra mussels were located during the dive 

efforts and it is still unknown whether a  

reproducing population of zebra mussels exists 

in Lake Latoka.  

Please call  the MN DNR if you find any  

zebra mussels.  As of now, the lake will not 

be declassified as infected.   

 

Currently the DNR has no protocol to  

declassify infected waters.  

This may change in the future.   

 

MN DNR Contacts 

Mike Bolinski: 218-739-7576, ext. 259  

Mark Ranweiler: 218-739-7576, ext. 245 

Summary, photos and maps were reprinted with permission  

from the MN DNR 



The Latoka Sediment Pond Debacle by Vern Lorsung 
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Vern Lorsung, a long time resident on Lake Latoka as well as a 

past board member of the Lake Latoka Property Owners 

Association (LLPOA) and current representative to the Douglas 

County Lake Association (DCLA), has compiled this history of 

the first sediment pond on Lake Latoka.   

In the last couple of years there has been a lot of publicity on the 

first sediment pond on the 60 acre land NW of Lake Latoka.  

The 60 acre parcel was owned by Robert and Florence 

Rosengren. In 1995, the land was sold to the Riley Brothers 

Construction Company of Morris, Minnesota, for a housing 
development. The land was zoned Residential Shoreland and 

Agricultural by Douglas County. A large portion was shoreland 

within a 1000 feet of Lake 

Latoka. The land consisted of 

numerous small wetlands and 

one large wetland in the 

southwest corner of the parcel, 

which drains directly in to 

Lake Latoka (this area was a 

fishing spawning area) and a 

high hill which dominated the 
east half of the property. The 

soil of the hill was mostly sand 

and gravel.  For years it was 

used as a small temporary 

gravel pit. 

Riley Brothers cut down the 
large hill, opened up most of 

the land, and filled in the small 

wetlands without applying for a permit for Douglas County. 

Erosion control barriers, required to protect wetland and public 

waters, were never installed. Shortly after, a three inch rain fall 

completely filled the large wetland with silt and sediment and 

then the sediment entered into pristine Lake Latoka. The 

wetland and lake suffered extreme damage that is most likely 

irreparable. The lake was once known to the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and the Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) as the cleanest and clearest water in 
West Central Minnesota. Lake Latoka was compared to lakes in 

the Northeast part of the state, with Secchi readings that were in 

the mid-20s. 

An “after the fact” permit was issued to Riley Brothers. The 

permit allowed the development to continue with the condition 

that a sediment pond be installed in the path of the natural water 
runoff. This was the first sediment pond issued by the Douglas 

County Planning Advisory Commission and approved by the 

County Commissioners. Since ponds were new to all parties, 

including LLPOA, many important conditions were omitted 

from the permit or taken for granted on the sediment pond issue. 

Who was going to be assigned the ownership of the lot? Who 

would be responsible for maintenance and repairs and the 

liabilities?  

 

A  few years after the lots were sold and streets and homes were 

established, the water quality in Lake Latoka began to degrade. 

The LLPOA reported the degrading water quality readings to the 

MPCA, the DNR, and to a private contractor asking for help in 
determining the cause of the pollution. After a lengthy period of 

time, the MPCA determined that the majority of the pollution 

was coming from the west side of Big Lake Latoka, which 

included the Riley Brothers Development sediment pond and the 

large wetland. The report said that the pond was filled and 

needed maintenance. The LLPOA contacted a private  

hydrologist who examined the pond and agreed with MPCA 

findings. At that point, the hard, frustrating, stressful and time 

consuming work started with little progress in the last 20 plus 

years! We quickly learned the missing 

conditions of the sediment pond were 
critical. Riley Brothers sold the sediment 

pond with the attached building lot with 

no easements to the sediment pond. Now 

the problem was who owned the pond 

and who is responsible for cost and 

maintenance? The LLPOA has tried to 

work with Douglas County, LaGrand 

Township, the DNR, Soil and Water, 

Douglas County Lakes Association, and 

private contractors to have the pond 

dredged, but nobody would touch it 

because of private ownership with no 
easement. They all feared liability 

concerns and, of course, costs. 

The lot where the pond is located  has 

changed hands three or more times since Riley Brothers was 

ordered to install the erosion control pond. The current owners, 
Gary and Gloria Dieck, are willing to negotiate an                              

easement for the pond to somebody, preferably Douglas County, 

so the maintenance can be accomplished and the pollution 

stopped. Since then, two more years have passed, and the 

pollution continues. I have recently been informed by our 

government agencies that money is not a problem anymore.  

I sure hope that this is factual!  I also received a survey of the 

pond and cost of cleaning it out from Douglas County Land and 

Resource Department. 

I hope this article will be informational for all of the 

membership and current directors of the LLPOA, not only on 

the sediment pond debacle but also to show the dedication, 

patience, staying power and hard work that is required to protect 

the water quality of our lake for future generations. The 

protection of the water quality is the only reason the LLPOA, 

DCLA and all lake associations in the county were formed.  

All of our founders deserve thanks for their dedication and  

hard work. 

There are two other sediment ponds that drain into Lake Latoka. 

The LLPOA needs to be attentive and devoted and not take 

anything for granted when it comes to all of our sediment ponds. 



Lake Latoka Management Plan 

Page 7 

Lake Association Volunteers 

 Lake Association Board Members 
President: Joni Norman 2706 Latoka Lodge Road SW 320-762-2794 joninorm@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Barb Peterson 555 W. Latoka Drive 320-762-8719 barb-peterson@hotmail.com 

Secretary: Myrna Hunt 1118 Fireman’s Lodge Road 320-762-1420 kaimyrna@charter.net 

Treasurer: Doug Ahrenstorff 3766 Iona Way SW 320-763-4300 douglas-ahrenstorff@gmail.com 

Harvey Kranzler 1231 W. Latoka Drive SW 320-763-9763 hkranzler@gmail.com 

Eric Nelson 1514 Fireman’s Lodge Road SW 320-219-7396 enelson@heartlandorthopedics.com 

Bruce Luehmann 633W Latoka Drive SW 320-219-7617 luehmannbp@gmail.com 

Doug Kuelbs 1092 Fireman’s Lodge Road 507-227-2718 djkuelbs51@gmail.com 

MPCA Water Quality Control Monitor, DNR Lake Level Gauge Reader and MPCA Secchi Disc Reader:  

Terry Orpen tlo51@charter.net 320-762-1708 

MPCA Water Quality Monitor: Gary Deick ggdeick@charter.net 320-762-2538 

Douglas County Lake Association Representative: Vern Lorsung vlorsung@charter.net 320-763-3892 

Greeter for Big Lake Latoka and Data Base Manager for Mailing List: Sue Orpen sorpen@charter.net 320-762-1708 

Greeter for Big Lake Latoka: Karen Cook kcook@gctel.net 320-762-8188 

Greeter for Little Latoka: Doug Ahrenstorff douglas-ahrensorff@gmail.com 320-763-4300 

Fishing Committee Chair: Greg Peterson ggp_1@msn.com 320-759-7226 

Email Correspondents: Pat Jepsen and Tony Llopislakelatoka@hotmail.com 

North and South Sign Box Coordinator: Joan Akkerman akkerman@gctel.net 320-759-1557 

Newsletter: Rita Kuelbs ritakuelbs@gmail.com 507-227-0902 

4th of July Parade Coordinators: Chris and Amber Block 651-307-7663 

Occasionally the local news has referred to an area lake and 

made reference to their Lake Management Plan. This has raised 

questions with some property owners as to what is a Lake  

Management Plan. Currently the Lake Latoka Property Owners 

Association (LLPOA) board is working on revising our lake 

management plan. Once the revisions are completed and filed 

with Douglas County they will be available on the website. 

Does Lake Latoka have a Lake Management Plan? 

Yes.  An early version of a Lake Management Plan was written 

in the 1990s and was rewritten and updated in 2010 to meet state 

and local guidelines. It is currently being updated. 

 

What is the purpose of the plan and why do we need one? 

A Lake Management Plan is a requirement for receiving grants 

or state funding for any project on the lake.  The plan establishes 

long term goals and the purpose, guidelines, and continuity for 

having a Lake Latoka Property Owners Association (LLPOA) 

and a Board of Directors. 

 

What exactly is in the plan and what information does  

it contain? 

The Lake Latoka Lake Management Plan is a resource to be 

used by state and local government, shoreland and property  

owners, and users of property in and on the lake to 

establish guidelines for the protection and preservation of the 

valuable resources of the water, shore, and watershed of Lake 

Latoka. The plan provides a brief history of the lake and  

identifies potential concerns and threats to the overall ecology 

and health of the lake including water quality,  fisheries, natural 

vegetation, natural wildlife habitat, and land management and 

use. Then the plan outlines basic solutions and strategies in 

solving these problems and threats and provides steps for good 

management stewardship that must be practiced by all citizens 

to protect this most vital resource and ensure that generations  

to come will inherit a clear, clean healthy lake. The plan 

establishes the purpose of the LLPOA Board of Directors and 

sets rules and guidelines for the board. The plan is a source of 

information regarding exotic species, such as zebra mussels, 

Eurasian Water milfoil, Curly-leaf Pondweed, etc. and outlines 

the steps and strategies for dealing with these exotic species. 

The plan describes in detail Lake Latoka’s Water Clarity 

Monitoring Program. Specific goals are established and 

outlined, then explained in detail emphasizing the objective to 

be accomplished.   

A Lake Management Plan can become a helpful legal tool if it 

were necessary for taking action against issues that are 

detrimental to the lake quality. 



Lake Latoka Property Owners Association 

PO Box 102 

Alexandria, MN 56308 

“The Lake Latoka Property Owners Association 

(LLPOA) is organized to encourage wise use and  

preservation of Lake Latoka in order to maintain the 

delicate ecological balance between the lake and  

adjacent shorelands. The association will coordinate 

and lead environment efforts to provide government 

and regulator liaisons, promote education and public 

awareness, and be the advocacy of Lake Latoka  

regarding lakeshore issues.” 

latokaassociation.org 

Look us up for updates and  

important links. 

Contact Us:  

lakelatoka@hotmail.com 

Please help us keep our lakeshore ownership list up to date.  We need your information for sending out the newsletters, compiling 

new Lake Latoka directories, and for sending welcome representatives to new lakeshore owners.  

Please contact Sue Orpen, 320-762-1708 or sorpen@charter.net, or Pat Jepsen, lakelatoka@hotmail.com, if you: 

Own a vacation home on Lake Latoka but have changed your home mailing address. 

Have sold your property on Lake Latoka. 

Know of any property that has changed hands on the lake. 

Have changed phone numbers and/or email address. 

Help Us Stay Current 

Find us online: 

Mission Statement 


