
The annual meeting of the Lake Latoka  

Property Owners Association (LLPOA) was 

held on April 30, 2016. At that time five board 

members were voted in, they are: Harvey 

Kranzler (incumbent), Gary Deick, Paul 

Wheeler, Chris Block, and Connie Reuss. 

These board members join the team of  

continuing members: Bruce Luehmann, Doug 

Kuelbs, Doug Ahrenstorff, treasurer, and Eric 

Nelson. Out going board members were Barb 

Peterson, Joni Norman, and Myrna Hunt.  

Peterson served on the board for three years, 

one as vice president. Norman served for two 

years, one as president. Hunt was on the board 

for five years as secretary. Many thanks to 

these past members for their dedication and 

work on the LLPOA board.  

Eric Nelson was recently elected as president 

of the LLPOA. Eric has lived on Lake Latoka 

since 2009 when he and his family moved 

back to Minnesota after completing nine years 

of active duty service in the U.S. Air Force.  

He and his wife, Kirsten, have two children,  

Zac (17) and Karina (14). Eric is a surgeon 

with Heartland Orthopedic Specialists and is 

also a member of the Douglas County Hospital 

Board. In his spare time he enjoys traveling 

with his family, golf, hockey, and supporting 

Zac and Karina’s passions. Eric’s goal for the 

Association is to help us all enjoy the blessing 

of lakeshore living and assist us all in finding 

that perfect balance between enjoying all that 

Lake Latoka has to offer while protecting it as 

a precious natural resource. 

 

Chris Block is the new vice president. He and 

his wife, Amber, moved to Alexandria in 2014 

after living in St Paul for the past 10 years. 

They own a home on Little Latoka. Chris is a 

realtor who also invests in real estate. Amber 

is a nurse anesthetist at the hospital. The Block 

family welcomed their first child, Annabelle, 

in February of 2016. 

(cont. on page 2) 
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Chris loves walleye fishing on Lake Latoka, and joined the 

board in hopes of contributing to the maintenance of a quality 

fishery on the lake, as well as getting more involved with the 

community and keeping Lake Latoka a quality lake for  

everyone to enjoy.  

 

Connie Reuss volunteered to be the new secretary for LLPOA. 

She enjoys living on Lake Latoka on Firemans Lodge Road. 

Connie and her husband, Randy, actively farm west of Hoffman 

and are stewards to the land and their Century Farms. They 

planted their 41st crop together this spring. In 2012 they were 

honored by becoming Grant County Farm Family of the Year. 

Connie has also served many years on the Runestone Telcom 

Board, Township Board as treasurer, Library Board- a nonprofit 

board, and several other local boards. When not working on the 

farm or in the fields, she enjoys her three little grandbabies, 

Lake Latoka, gardening, reading, and traveling.  

 

Paul Wheeler and his wife, Donna, have had a seasonal cabin on 

Lake Latoka since 1980. In 2007 they made it their  

permanent residence. Paul retired as a Special Agent, with the 

U.S. Department of the Treasury, Criminal Investigation  

Division, after 25 years. They enjoy spending “lake time” with 

their two children, three grandsons, and two granddaughters. 

Paul is looking forward to serving on the LLPOA, getting to 

know more  Lake Latoka residents, and helping to solve lake 

quality issues.   

 

Gary Deick and his wife, Gloria, have lived on the lake for 20 

years. Gary was a past board member for seven years, and three 

of those he was president. Gloria was involved in the  

Association as well in writing the newsletter. Gary joined the 

board again after being recruited by current board members. 

Gary is dedicated in the sediment pond fight and other  

pollution issues on the lake. He enjoys fishing and having his 

children and grandchildren visit to spend quality time on the 

lake.  

Other news from the annual meeting included: Treasurer’s  

report,  I-94 bridge update, joining of Minnesota Lakes and  

Rivers Association, fish stocking update, lake management plan, 

sediment pond update, annual picnic, and boat parade. For a 

complete copy of the April 2016 minutes, please visit  

our website: latokaassociation.org   

New Board Members (cont. from p.1) 

From the President by Eric Nelson 
helping to maintain the plantings at the north boat landing near 

the beach can help exercise their green thumb. Whatever your 

passion, I hope that you will get involved as our  

Association is only as strong as the members that it serves. 

I would like to extend a big THANK YOU to those Association 

members who have already found their passion and are involved 

in volunteering. I also encourage us all to visit with our friends 

and neighbors and encourage anyone who is not currently a 

LLPOA member to join the Association. 

Looking forward to an extended season of enjoying time on the 

water, I’ll be listening for the honk from the pontoon horns as 

you cruise by this fall! 

I hope that everyone has enjoyed a fabulous summer on the 

lake! As you can see from the newsletter, there are lots of things 

happening on and around the lake. Some, like the boat parade, 

are exciting and fun while others, like the discovery  

of more zebra mussels and efforts to improve water quality, 

should be of concern to us all. If this newsletter illustrates  

nothing else, I hope that it sheds light on how critical it is that 

each of us as Lake Latoka property owners gets involved in 

whatever aspect of lake living that we are passionate about.   

Getting involved in the Association does not need to  

involve a massive time commitment as “many hands make light 

work.” Some may find the idea of helping sample water quality 

to fire up their inner scientist, while others may find that  
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September 10, 2016 Lake Association Annual Picnic 
Saturday, September 10, is the LLPOA potluck 

picnic. The picnic is open to all property  

owners on the lake. Grilled hamburgers  

(fresh from Lake Country Meats), buns, eating  

utensils, and beverages will be provided by the 

Association. Please bring a casserole, salad, or 

dessert to share. The picnic is held at  

Firemans Lodge Hall at the resort on Firemans Lodge Road 

starting at11:30AM. 

It’s a great time to meet new people on the lake, 

visit with friends and neighbors, and meet your new 

LLPOA board members. You do not need to be a 

member of LLPOA to attend, although every  

property owner on the lake is encouraged to join! 

We have a strong and active Association with over 

70 percent of property owner membership.  
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Lake Latoka Lake Management Plan 
The Lake Latoka Lake Management Plan, that began a number 

of years ago, is now complete. A brief update of this plan was 

provided at the LLPOA April 2016 annual meeting. 

It’s a resource to be used by the LLPOA Board,  

local government, shore land and property  

owners, owners and users of property in and on 

Lake Latoka’s watershed, and all lake users as a 

guide to the protection and preservation of water, 

shore land, and watershed. It can be a valuable 

resource when requesting grant monies. The plan 

provides a brief history and identifies potential  

concerns and threats to lake ecology and health.  

It outlines basic solutions and strategies and provides action 

plans for good management stewardship to be practiced by all  

citizens to protect the lake and ensure that the generations to 

come will inherit a clear, clean, healthy lake.  

The plan defines five primary areas of concern identified from a 

past member survey and the Board. Each has identified goals, 

objectives, and an action plan. The five primary concerns are: 

 

  1. The impact of exotic species and loss of natural  

      vegetation on lake water quality and lake  

      preservation. 

  2. The quality of the lake fisheries. 

  3. Loss of Loons, their nesting places, and  

      other wildlife 

  4. Watercraft safety 

  5. Effective communication. 

A copy of the plan has been sent to the Douglas County Land and 

Resource Management and the Douglas County Soil and Water 

Conservation District. To view the Lake Latoka Lake  

Management Plan, go to the LLPOA website at:  

latokaassociation.org. 

Sediment Pond Update 
The sediment pond saga continues at a snails pace, as the 

LLPOA board, led by Gary Deick, makes an effort to clean the 

pond. The pond is located in lot #27-1288-010, near  

Sprucewood Addition, across West Latoka Drive. It is in dire 

need of maintenance. Unwanted sediment pouring into Lake 

Latoka, along with high phosphorus levels in the spring, is  

promoting weed growth near the outlet into the lake. Deick, 

who lives near the outlet, has seen a steady growth of weeds in 

the last 20 years. Kenneth and Carol Rohloff, who also live 

near the outlet, have noticed rapid weed growth since they  

purchased their property in 2009. If left as it is, weed growth 

will continue down the shore.  

On August 16, 2016, board members Deick, Doug Kuelbs, and 

Paul Wheeler met with Jerry Haggenmiller, District  

Coordinator with Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD). They discussed moving the project along, as 

quickly as possible, and discussed the current bid which has 

come in much higher than what the SWCD estimated the cost 

would be (SWCD originally estimated that the cost would be 

around $7,600 and that they would cover 75 percent of the 

cost).  

 

Haggenmiller advised the board to obtain another bid. Another 

company has been contacted. No bid has been received as of 

the publication date of this newsletter. If the second bid is close 

to the original bid, Haggenmiller verbally agreed to resubmit 

the application to Douglas County SWCD for 75 percent cost 

sharing on the higher amount and to extend the Oct 1, 2016 

deadline for completion date. Full pond history is online at  

lakokaassiation.org. See April 2016 newsletter. 

The board also discussed the culvert under West Latoka Drive, 

near the pond and adjacent to the wetland. It is not working 

properly. LaGrand Township chairperson, Gary Thoenes, was 

notified, and their maintenance staff determined that  

approximately 30 feet of ditch east of the culvert, in the open 

waterway that leads to Latoka, needs to be cleared of sediment 

and debris.  

There is a 20 foot drainage easement on the ditch between lots 

10 and 11. The County Recorder reports that the easement was 

never recorded in 1970. If this is the case, the ditch belongs to 

the property owners. Thoenes has invited the LLPOA board to 

attend the township meeting on September 6, 2016,  to continue  

discussion and hopefully come to a resolution.  

Douglas County and LaGrand Township have been slow to 

respond to the urgency of this matter. This sediment is  

affecting Lake Latoka’s water quality and eventually will affect 

lake property values.  

Please contact the officials below and let them know that 

you want action taken on the issues of the sediment pond, 

ditches, and marsh.  

Jerry Haggenmiller, District Coordinator, Douglas County 

Soil and Water Conservation District, 320-763-3191, Ext. 3, 

Jerome.Haggenmiller@mn.nacdnet.net 

Dave Rush, Director, Douglas County Land and Resource,  

320-762-3863, daveru@co.douglas.mn.us 

Jim Stratton, Douglas County Commissioner,  

320-834-3728, jims@co.douglas.mn.us 

Gary Thoenes, LaGrand Township Chairperson,  

320-763-3811, clerk@LaGrandTownship.com 

Photo by Rich Carlburg, AZ 

Son-in-Law of Gene and Barb 

Frederick, Lake Latoka 



Keeping an Eye on Our Lake 
Lake Water Quality Monitoring and Secchi Disk Readings 

Page 4 

Minnesota, the Land of 10,000 lakes-it’s our state slogan and 

something most Minnesotans are very proud of. A future  

without summers filled with fishing, swimming, and boating is 

almost unimaginable. Our human activities affect lake water 

quality. We can decrease our impact by being aware of this and 

changing our behaviors. Monitoring a lake is a critical action to 

determining the general health of a lake. If abrupt changes  

occur, a lake association will be able to contact the needed  

agencies to investigate the cause and respond to it. The amount 

of data available on Minnesota lakes has increased dramatically 

since the use of volunteers. The state does not have the staff or  

resources to collect water samples on every lake in the state. 

Terry Orpen, a resident of Lake Latoka, is our current  

volunteer who collects, records, and submits this data. He has 

been trained in the methods of collection. Terry is often helped 

by his wife, Sue, or board member Gary Deick. Terry and Sue 

have been doing the Secchi disk readings since 2012. He  

added the water sampling in 2015. Terry also records the lake 

water level from a DNR gauge that is set at his dock. Past  

volunteers for these responsibilities have been Rich Braun and 

Vern Lorsung.  

Overall lake water quality can be summarized by three  

measurements: total phosphorus, chlorophyll, and water  

transparency. These three water quality measurements are  

related. Total phosphorus (TP) is a “cause” while chlorophyll 

and Secchi depth are “effects.” In other words, when TP  

increases, there is more food for algae. When algae increases, 

the water becomes cloudier, hence a decrease in the Secchi 

depth reading. Phosphorus can enter a lake through  

runoff from agriculture, fertilized lawns, erosion, manure,  

improperly maintained septic systems, leaf and yard litter, and 

many other sources. Chlorophyll-A is the pigment that makes 

plants and algae green. A high measurement of chlorophyll-A 

means that there is a large amount of algae in the lake. 

 

Secchi Disk Readings 

Once a week, from May-October, Terry and Sue monitor our 

lake transparency. These readings are taken consistently in the 

same spots on the lake: the north bay of  Big Latoka in 106 

feet, the middle of  Big Latoka in 80 feet, and in the middle of 

Little Latoka at 69 feet. They aim for consistent weather as 

well, ideally a calm, sunny day. To perform this reading they 

use a Secchi disk, which is a 8 inch white metal disk that is 

lowered into the water on a cord that is marked at 6 inch  

intervals. The depth that the Secchi disk can no longer be seen 

through the water is the Secchi depth. These readings are sent 

to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to be entered into 

its database.  
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Property Owners Find Zebra Mussels 

 Unfortunately, that finding could not be  

confirmed as it was not photographed or  

reported to the MN DNR.  

It is still important that property owners are  

on the look out for zebra mussels this fall 

when taking out lifts and docks.  

If possible photograph your findings and email 

them to Ranweiler at: 

mark.ranweiler@state.mn.us or call him at 

218-739-7576 ext. 254.  

Please give the location of the findings and 

your contact information when reporting. 

On July 20, 2016, a concerned property owner 

on Latoka Heights Lane SW contacted board 

member Doug Kuelbs about a possible zebra 

mussel finding. Kuelbs photographed the  

mussels and emailed the picture to Mark  

Ranweiler from the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (MN DNR). Ranweiler  

confirmed that the mussels in question are in 

fact zebra mussels. Another report of a  

possible zebra mussel sighting was called into  

former board member Myrna Hunt. This  

potential zebra mussel was located in the  

Wagner Acres area of Big Latoka.  

Zebra Mussels found in 

the Latoka Heights Bay of 

Big Latoka 

Lake Quality Monitoring: Phosphorus and Chlorophyll-A 

On the third Monday of the month from May-September water 

samples are collected from the lake to be analyzed for total 

phosphorus and chlorophyll-A. Again, these samples are  

consistently taken from the 106 foot depth in Big Latoka and 

the 69 foot depth in Little Latoka. To take these water samples 

a 6 foot long by 1.25 inch diameter tube is used to remove  

a column of water from the lake at each site. This water, from 

each sampling spot, is placed in containers and put in a  

refrigerated cooler (see photos below). Paper work is filled  

out about the lake conditions at the time of the sampling and 

the cooler with four containers is taken to a drop off site to then 

be delivered to RMB Labs in Detroit Lakes, Minn. At that 

time, Terry receives a new cooler with empty sample bottles, 

paper work, and ice containers to be ready for the next month’s 

samples. 

Sue Orpen taking Secchi disk readings. 

Terry Orpen  

using the water 

sampling tube for 

the phosphorus 

and chlorophyll-A  

samples. 

The cooler is packed and 

ready to be dropped off. 

The graphs show the water quality readings for Big and  

Little Latoka for the last ten years. It is important to  

remember that readings can fluctuate due to lakeshore  

projects, wind, and rain amounts. When looking at the data 

on the RMB website, it is easy to see that the phosphorus 

levels are always the highest in the spring. Most likely this 

is occurring from the farm field on the west side of the lake. 

The runoff from that field enters Latoka from a marshland.  

Phosphorus cannot be used in lawn fertilizer, but it is still 

allowed in farm fields.   

When consecutive years of data are collected, they can be  

analyzed for  long-term trends to see if the water quality is  

improving or declining. This data can also be useful in  

lobbying the city or county to support or dispute land use 

changes around the lake. For more in depth information on 

Lake Latoka or other lakes go to: rmbel.info (listed as Big 

Latoka, Little Latoka under lakes). 
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No Wake Zone – What does it mean? 
A No Wake Zone is a speed restriction for a specific area of a 

lake or river. It is a slow speed (5 mph) travel area where no 

wake is to be created by watercraft passing through. The  

purpose of a No Wake Zone, as well as other water surface use 

management areas, is to enhance the recreational use, safety, and 

enjoyment of lakes and rivers and to preserve them as  

natural resources of the state. 

Lake Latoka has a No Wake Zone in the channel that passes  

underneath the Interstate 94 highway bridges. It is a narrow,  

restricted area marked with buoys and signs. There has been 

some past discussion on whether this zone area should be  

expanded. After reviewing the current zone, the Lake Latoka 

Property Owners Association (LLPOA) Board has determined 

not to pursue expansion.  

The LLPOA Board encourages safe travel between the two 

main water bodies. While the No Wake Zone is designated by 

buoys and signs, boaters and personal watercraft operators 

must slow down well before the markings and be aware of 

other watercraft, people in the water, and shoreline proximity. 

It is important that operators of all watercraft abide by  

regulations and demonstrate respect for others. It is also  

important for property owners to properly manage their  

shoreline. Both safe watercraft operation and proper shoreline 

management are necessary to provide safety and preserve the 

natural resources.  

For complete information on the various types of water surface 

use zoning and the process, refer to: dnr.state.mn.us/

regulations/boatwater/surfaceusezoning. 

Stop The Burn! Learn the Alternatives 
Alexandria. This is a free service.  

Hours are Monday-Friday 8am-5pm and  

Saturday 9am-2pm. Closed Sundays. 

 

Burning leaves should be a last resort for  

disposal. Burning creates more pollution in the 

air. It also adds phosphorus to the lake, which 

in turn causes algae growth. The ashes from 

burning leaves are high in nutrients. These  

nutrients are detrimental to lakes. Permits are 

needed from the DNR if you burn. You must 

follow the regulations from the DNR about 

open burning. Remember your neighbors as 

well. Most people are not going to enjoy your 

burning leaf piles. If you see illegal burning 

happening, be assertive. Call your local DNR 

conservation officer, the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency, or the County Sheriff.  

Every year Lake Latoka residents are reminded 

about burning leaves on the lake and proper 

leaf disposal. Yet, every year board members 

get reports of illegal burning and/or leaves 

being raked into the lake. All property owners 

need to be responsible when it comes to fall 

clean up. Do not rake leaves and grass clipping 

into the lake. If at all possible, do not burn 

your leaves! There are other alternatives to 

burning.  

 

1. Leaves can be picked up in your yard waste 

container that is provided by your garbage pick 

up service. 

2. Mulch your leaves. 

3. Lawn companies (for a charge) will bring a 

vacuum out to take your leaves away.  

4. Haul them to the Pope Douglas County  

Recycling located at 2115 Jefferson Street,  

As a lake property  

owners, we all have a  

responsibility to help  

protect the lake, not only 

for ourselves and 

neighbors, but to every 

citizen of this state.  

Are you a Member? 
The Lake Latoka Property Owners Association (LLPOA) board 

would like to remind people that it’s never too late to pay your 

Association dues and join the LLPOA. The money received in 

dues helps the Association in the protection of the lake. The  

Association is always working to ensure that Lake Latoka stays a 

clean and healthy lake. Your dues goes towards the cost of   

sending monthly water samples to the lab, and a bi-yearly  

newsletter that’s intended to educate and inform all property 

owners to what is happening to their lake. The Association hosts 

an annual picnic and an annual meeting for all property owners 

to attend; hosts a website and participates in the Douglas County 

Lakes Association. Currently the board is working on the 

sediment pond and marsh run-off issues and working with the   

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources about the new 

zebra mussel findings. All if this happens because of your 

membership support. If you have already paid your dues, thank 

you! If you have not yet joined, please consider making a $25 

yearly contribution to help us protect Lake Latoka  

Dues can be sent to: Lake Latoka Property  

Owners Association 

PO Box 102, Alexandria, MN 56308. 



Many thanks to the boat participants and to all of 

those on the docks clapping, cheering, and waving 

American flags. Thanks to board member  

Chris Block for leading the way. 

The July 4th boat parade was a bit hit with more than 20 

boats participating. In addition to decorated boats, there were 

costumed people and a saxophone player. The creativity and  

enthusiasm always make this day so fun for all.  

           Fourth of July Boat Parade 
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Lake Association Volunteers 

 Lake Association Board Members 
President: Eric Nelson (2017)1514 Firemans Lodge Road SW320-219-7396enelson@heartlandorthopedics.com 

Vice President: Chris Block (2019)3420 Latoka Bay Road SW651-307-7663chrisblock@thebridgerealty.com 

Secretary: Connie Reuss (2019)1608 Firemans Lodge Road320-815-2664reuss@runestone.net 

Treasurer: Doug Ahrenstorff (2017)3766 Iona Way SW320-763-4300douglas.arhrenstorff@gmail.com 

Gary Deick (2017)1005 W Latoka Drive320-808-9394gddeick@gmail.com 

Harvey Kranzler (2017)1231 W Latoka Drive SW320-763-9763hkranzler@gmail.com 

Doug Kuelbs (2018)1092 Firemans Lodge Road507-227-2718djkuelbs51@gmail.com 

Bruce Luehmann (2018)633 W Latoka Drive SW320-219-7617luehmannbp@gmail.com 

Paul Wheeler (2019)3023 Vonderheide Dr SW320-762-5332dpwheeler@aol.com 

MPCA Water Quality Control Monitor, DNR Lake Level Gauge Reader and MPCA Secchi Disc Reader:  

Terry Orpentlo51@charter.net320-762-1708 

MPCA Water Quality Monitor: Gary Deickgddeick@gmail.com320-762-2538 

Douglas County Lake Association Representative: Vern Lorsungvlorsung@charter.net320-763-3892 

Data Base Manager for Mailing List: Sue Orpensorpen@charter.net320-762-1708 

Greeter for Big Lake Latoka: Karen Cookkcook@gctel.net320-762-8188 and Sue Orpensorpen@charter.net320-762-1708 

Greeter for Little Latoka: Doug Ahrenstorffdouglas.ahrenstorff@gmail.com320-763-4300 

Fishing Committee Chair: Greg Petersonggp_1@msn.com320-759-7226 

Email Correspondents: Pat Jepsen and Tony Llopislakelatoka@hotmail.com 

North and South Sign Box Coordinator: Joan Akkermanakkerman@gctel.net320-759-1557 

Newsletter Editor: Rita Kuelbsritakuelbs@gmail.com507-227-0902 

Facebook Monitor and 4th of July Parade Coordinators: Chris Block651-307-7663chrisblock@thebridgerealty.com 



Lake Latoka Property Owners Association 

PO Box 102 

Alexandria, MN 56308 

Please help us keep our lakeshore ownership list up to date. We need your information for sending out the newsletters, compiling 

new Lake Latoka directories, and for sending welcome representatives to new lakeshore owners.  

Please contact Sue Orpen at 320-762-1708 or sorpen@charter.net, or Pat Jepsen at lakelatoka@hotmail.com if you: 

Own a vacation home on Lake Latoka, but have changed your home mailing address. 

Have sold your property on Lake Latoka. 

Know of any property that has changed hands on the lake. 

Have changed phone numbers and/or email address. 

Help Us Stay Current 

“The Lake Latoka Property Owner’s Association (LLPOA) 

is organized to encourage wise use and preservation of Lake 

Latoka in order to maintain the delicate ecological balance 

between the lake and adjacent shore lands. The association 

will coordinate and lead environment efforts to provide  

government and regulator liaisons, promote education and 

public awareness, and be the advocacy of Lake Latoka  

regarding lake shore issues.” 

Look us up for updates and important links: 

latokaassociation.org 

Contact Us: lakelatoka@hotmail.com 

LLPOA is now on Facebook!  

Facebook.com/groups/lakelatoka  

Stay updated with the latest news, events, as well as what 

the Association is currently working on to protect and  

improve the lake. Lost a canoe or have something that 

washed up on shore? Feel free to post here! 

Find us online: Mission Statement 


