
 

 

L. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS WITHIN THE RESIDENTIAL SHORELAND DISTRICT. 

 

1. Design Criteria for Structures. 

 

a. High Water Elevations.  Structures must be placed in accordance with any 

floodplain regulations applicable to the site.  Where these controls do not 

exist, the elevation to which the lowest floor, including basement, is placed 

or flood-proofed must be determined as follows: 

 

(1.) For lakes, by placing the lowest floor at a level at least three (3) feet 

above the highest known water level, or three feet above the ordinary 

high water level, whichever is higher. 

 

(2.) For rivers and streams, by placing the lowest floor at least three (3) 

feet above the flood of record, if data is available.  If data is not 

available, by placing the lowest floor at least three (3) feet above the 

ordinary high water level, or by conducting a technical evaluation to 

determine effects of proposed construction upon flood stages and 

flood flows and to establish a flood protection elevation.  Under all 

three approaches, technical evaluations must be done by a qualified 

engineer or hydrologist consistent with the Ordinance governing the 

management of floodplain areas.  If more than one approach is used, 

the highest flood protection elevation determined must be used for 

placing structures and other facilities. 

 

b. Stairways, Lifts, and Landings.  Stairways and lifts are the preferred 

alternative to major topographic alterations for achieving access up and down 

bluffs and steep slopes to shore areas.  Stairways and lifts require a shoreland 

alteration permit and must meet the following design requirements: 

 

(1.) Stairways and lifts must not exceed four (4) feet in width on 

residential lots, there is only to be one set of steps for access.  Wider 

stairways may be used for commercial properties, public open space 

recreational properties, and planned unit developments. 

 

(2.) Landings for stairways and lifts on residential lots must not exceed 

thirty-two (32) square feet in area.  Landings larger than thirty-two 

(32) square feet may be used for commercial properties, public open 

space recreational properties, and planned unit developments. 

 

(3.) Landings for stairways and lifts shall be allowed no more than one (1) 

landing per six (6) vertical feet. 

 

(4.) Canopies or roofs are not allowed on stairways, lifts, or landings. 

 



 

(5.) Stairways, lifts, and landings may be either constructed above the 

ground on posts or pilings, or placed into the ground, provided they 

are designed and built in a manner that ensures control of soil erosion. 

 

(6.) Stairways, lifts, and landings must be located in the most visually 

inconspicuous portions of lots, as viewed from the surface of the 

public water assuming summer, leaf-on conditions, whenever 

practical. 

 

(7.) Facilities such as ramps, lifts, or mobility paths for physically 

handicapped persons are also allowed for achieving access to shore 

areas, provided that the dimensional and performance standards of 

sub-items (1) to (5) are complied with in addition to the requirements 

of Minnesota Regulations, Chapter 1340. 

 

c. Significant Historic Sites.  No structure may be placed on a significant 

historic site in a manner that affects the values of the site unless adequate 

information about the site has been removed and documented in a public 

repository. 

 

d. Steep Slopes.  The Director of Land and Resource Management must 

evaluate possible soil erosion impacts and development visibility from public 

waters before issuing a permit for construction of sewage treatment systems, 

roads, driveways, structures, or other improvements on steep slopes.  When 

determined necessary, conditions must be attached to issued permits to 

prevent erosion and to preserve existing vegetation screening of structures, 

vehicles, and other facilities as viewed from the surface of public waters, 

assuming summer, leaf-on vegetation. 

 

2. Alterations Within The Shoreland. 

 

a. Alterations of vegetation and topography will be regulated to prevent erosion 

into public waters, fix nutrients, preserve shoreland aesthetics, preserve 

historic values, prevent bank slumping, and protect fish and wildlife habitat. 

 

(1.) Removal or alteration of vegetation is allowed with a shoreland 

alteration permit and is subject to the following standards: 

 

(a.) Intensive vegetation clearing within the shore and bluff impact 

zones and on steep slopes is not allowed.  Intensive vegetation 

clearing for forest land conversion to another use outside of 

these areas is allowable as a conditional use if an erosion 

control and sedimentation plan is developed and approved by 

the Soil and Water Conservation District in which the 

property is located. 



 

(b.) In shore and bluff impact zones and on steep slopes, limited 

clearing of trees and shrubs and cutting, pruning and trimming 

of trees is allowed to provide a view to the water from the 

principal dwelling site and to accommodate the placement of 

stairways and landings, picnic areas, access paths, beach and 

watercraft access areas.  This limited clearing cannot exceed 

twenty five (25) feet or twenty five percent (25%) of the 

shoreline frontage, whichever is the lesser of the two provided 

that: 

 

- the screening of structures, vehicles, or other facilities 

as viewed from the water, assuming summer, leaf-on 

conditions, is not substantially reduced. 

 

- along rivers, existing shading of water surfaces is 

preserved. 

 

- the above provisions are not applicable to the removal 

of trees, limbs, or branches that are dead, diseased, or 

pose safety hazards. 

 

   (3.) Public roads and parking areas are regulated by Section V.4. of this 

Ordinance. 

 

(4.) No excavation for walkout basements shall be allowed within a bluff 

impact zone. 

 

(5.) A shoreland alteration permit shall be required for: 

 

(a.) The movement of less than ten (10) cubic yards of material on 

steep slopes or within shore and/or bluff impact zones, if the 

Department of Land and Resource Management determines 

that the potential for erosion exists. 

 

(b.) The movement of more than fifty (50) cubic yards of material 

located outside of steep slopes and shore and/or bluff impact 

zones unless the Director of Land and Resource Management 

determines that there is a potential for erosion necessitating a 

conditional use permit. 

 

    (c.) Any alteration with erosion potential, as determined by the 

Director of Land and Resource Management. 

 

(6.) In addition to the above, a shoreland alteration permit shall also be 

required for all of the following, within the shore impact zones, and 

shall be done in accordance with the applicable restrictions. 



 

 

(a.) Ice ridge removal - maximum width not to exceed 10 feet, 

maximum height not to exceed 2 feet. 
 

(b.) Sand beach, or patio or combination - maximum size of 200 

square feet.  The retaining wall necessary to retain the rear 

wall not to exceed 3 feet in height.  The cut must be a 

minimum of 12 inches above the ordinary high water level.  

The sand must be washed and cleaned and free of pollutants 

and nutrients. 
 

(c.) Retaining walls - may be allowed where there is a 

demonstrated need, the design is consistent with the existing 

uses in the area, and is not an aesthetic intrusion upon the 

land.  The height of new retaining walls should not exceed 

three (3) feet in height, some existing walls are higher than 

three (3) feet and these may be reconstructed with a shoreland 

alteration permit. If greater heights are needed for new 

retaining walls they may be granted with a conditional use 

permit. 
 

i. within steep slopes, bluff and/or shore impact zones 

retaining wall construction may be allowed where 

erosion problems preclude the use of vegetation or 

natural rock. 
 

ii. the repair and reconstruction of existing walls may be 

allowed subject to review by the Land and Resource 

Management Department. 
     

    (d.) Permanent docks, piers, and boardwalks – may be allowed 

and if destroyed can only be repaired or replaced one (1) time, 

thereafter a seasonal dock must be used. 

 

(7.) A conditional use permit shall be required for: 
 

(a.) The movement of more than ten (10) cubic yards of material 

on a steep slope or within a shore or bluff impact zone. 
 

(b.) The movement of more than fifty (50) cubic yards of material 

located outside of steep slopes and shore and/or bluff impact 

zones, if the Department of Land and Resource Management 

determines that the potential for erosion exists. 

    (c.) Any alteration with erosion potential, as determined by the 

Director of Land and Resource Management. 

 



 

(8.) Shoreland alteration permit:  A shoreland alteration permit shall be 

issued upon the order of the Department of Land and Resource 

Management. 

 

(a.) Application for a shoreland alteration permit shall be 

accompanied by a fee designated by the appropriate fee 

schedule, shall be on a form prescribed by the Land and 

Resource Management Department and may require an 

erosion control plan as specified in Section V.L.2.a.(10.) of 

this Ordinance. 

 

(b.) No alteration or excavation shall be undertaken prior to the 

issuance of the permit.  Such permit shall be posted in a 

conspicuous location and shall be visible from the water. 

 

(c.) The permit shall require that the alteration or excavation be 

conducted in compliance with the restrictions and 

requirements of this ordinance.  The Land and Resource 

Management department may establish restrictions to govern 

the alteration/excavation actively consistent with the 

provisions of the Ordinance.  The department may require that 

an applicant submit an erosion control plan.  The special 

restrictions shall be set forth in the permit and shall be binding 

upon the land owner. 

 

(9.) Application for a conditional use permit as required by Section V.L. 

7. above shall be accompanied by a fee designated by the appropriate 

fee schedule, shall be on a form prescribed by the Land and Resource 

Management Department and shall include an erosion control plan as 

specified in Section V.L.2.a.(10.) of this Ordinance. 

 

(10.) An erosion control plan shall include at least the following: 

 

(a.) A location map drawn to a scale of not less than two hundred 

(200) feet to one inch showing the relationship of the site to its 

general surroundings. 
 

(b.) A plan of the site drawn to an appropriate scale showing: 
 

i. The boundary lines of the site on which the work is to 

be performed, including the approximate acreage of 

the site. 

ii. Existing topography including, but not limited to, 

existing streams, water bodies, wetlands, structures, 

road and vegetative cover of the site and on land 

adjacent to the site. 



 

 

iii. Existing contours with intervals of not more than ten 

(10) feet where the slope is twenty percent (20%) or 

greater, and not more than five (5) feet where the slope 

is from ten percent (10%) to twenty percent (20%) and 

not more than two (2) feet where the slope is less than 

ten percent (10%).  In any event, the drainage pattern 

will be indicated. 

 

iv. Proposed improvements of the site, including present 

development and future use, if known, proposed 

changes to the land surface and vegetative cover, and 

areas of cuts and fills. 

 

v. A stormwater removal system, including culverts, 

piping, ditches, sediment basins, diversions, or other 

devices, any non-vegetative protection or support 

including paving, rip-rap, walls or other structures or 

surfaces, any vegetative measures in connection with, 

or as part of, the proposed work. 

 

vi. Title, scale, north arrow, date and name of person 

preparing the plan. 

 

vii. A timing schedule and sequence of operations, stating 

the expected starting and completion dates of the 

development sequence. 

 

viii. The estimated time of exposure of each area prior to 

the completion of effective erosion and sedimentation 

control measures and other related data such as 

seeding mixtures and rates, types of sod, seed bed 

preparation, lime and fertilizer application and 

mulching. 

 

ix. A general description of the predominant soil types on 

the site. 

 

 

 

(11.) The following considerations and conditions must be adhered to 

during the issuance of construction permits, land use permits, grading 

and filling permits, shoreland alteration permits, conditional use 

permits, variances and subdivision approvals: 

 



 

(a.) Grading or filling in any type 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8 wetland 

must be evaluated to determine if allowable under the 

Wetland Conservation Act and how extensively the proposed 

activity would affect the following functional qualities of the 

wetland. 

 

i. Sediment and pollutant trapping and retention. 

 

ii. Storage of surface runoff to prevent or reduce flood 

damage. 

 

iii. Fish and wildlife habitat. 

 

iv. Recreational use. 

 

v. Shoreline or bank stabilization. 

 

vi. Noteworthiness, including special qualities such as 

historic significance, critical habitat for endangered 

plants and animals, or others. 

 

*This evaluation must also include a determination of 

whether the wetland alteration being proposed requires 

permits, reviews, or approvals by other local, state, or 

federal agencies such as a watershed district, Soil and 

Water Conservation Districts, the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources, or the United States 

Army Corps of Engineers.  The applicant will be so 

advised. 

 

(b.) Special Wetland Provisions for Natural Environment Lakes.  

Within 1000 feet of an NES lake, no filling of Type 3-8 

wetlands is allowed.  In addition, within 1000 feet of an NES 

lake, Type 1 and Type 2 wetlands may be filled only for the 

purpose of establishing or maintaining infrastructure. 

 

(c.) Alterations must be designed and conducted in a manner that 

ensures only the smallest amount of bare ground is exposed 

for the shortest time possible. 

 

(d.) Mulches or similar materials must be used, where necessary, 

for temporary bare soil coverage, and a permanent vegetation 

cover must be established as soon as possible. 

 

(e.) Methods to minimize soil erosion and to trap sediments before 

they reach any surface water feature must be used. 



 

 

(f.) Altered areas must be stabilized to acceptable erosion control 

standards consistent with the field office technical guides of 

the local soil and water conservation districts and the United 

States Soil Conservation Service. 

 

(g.) Fill or excavated material must not be placed in a manner that 

creates an unstable slope. 

 

(h.) Plans to place fill or excavated material on steep slopes must 

be reviewed by qualified professionals for continued slope 

stability and must not create finished slopes of 30 percent or 

greater. 

 

(i.) Fill or excavated material must not be placed in bluff impact 

zones. 

 

(j.) Any alterations below the ordinary high water level of public 

waters must first be authorized by the Commissioner under 

Minnesota Statutes, Section 105.42. 

 

(k.) Alterations of topography must only be allowed if they are 

accessory to permitted or conditional uses and do not 

adversely affect adjacent or nearby properties. 

 

(l.) Placement of natural rock riprap, including associated grading 

of the shoreline and placement of a filter blanket, is allowed if 

the finished slope does not exceed three (3) feet horizontal to 

one (1) foot vertical, the landward extent of the riprap is 

within five (5) feet of the ordinary high water level, and the 

height of the riprap above the ordinary high water level does 

not exceed three (3) feet. 

 

(12.) Application of fertilizer, herbicides, pesticides, animal wastes or other 

chemicals within shorelands must be done in such a way as to 

eliminate impact on the shore impact zone of public water by the use 

of earth or vegetation.  Use of fertilizer containing phosphorus is 

prohibited within 50 feet of the ordinary high water level of a public 

water. 

(13.) Burning shall be prohibited within 100 feet of the ordinary high water 

level of a general development and recreational development lake 

with the following exceptions: 

a. A controlled burn of native or restored natural 

vegetation for the purpose management and weed 

control to promote the health of the shoreline 

vegetation.  A plan for the management burn and an 



 

application for a shoreland alteration permit shall be 

submitted to the Director.  No such burn shall be 

completed without a valid shoreland alteration permit 

and any other applicable permits (MN DNR open 

burning permit) from state or local agencies. 

b. A wood burning campfire less than three feet in 

diameter, designed to enclose ash for removal. 

c. Agricultural zoned lands. 
 

b. Connections to Public Waters.  Excavations where the intended purpose is 

connection to a  public water, such as boat slips, canals, lagoons, and harbors, 

must be controlled by local shoreland controls.  Permission for excavations 

may be given only after the Commissioner has approved the proposed 

connection to public waters. 

 

3. Placement and Design of Roads, Driveways, and Parking Areas. 
 

a. Public and private roads and parking areas must be designed to take 

advantage of natural vegetation and topography to achieve maximum 

screening from view from public waters.  Documentation must be provided 

by a qualified individual that all roads and parking areas are designed and 

constructed to minimize and control erosion to public waters consistent with 

the field office technical guides of the local soil and water conservation 

district, or other applicable technical materials. 
 

b. Roads, driveways, and parking areas must meet structure setbacks and must 

not be placed within bluff and shore impact zones, when other reasonable 

and feasible placement alternatives exist.  If no alternatives exist, they may 

be placed within these areas, and must be designed to minimize adverse 

impacts. 
 

c. Public watercraft access ramps, approach roads, and access-related parking 

areas may be placed within shore impact zones provided the vegetation 

screening and erosion control conditions of this sub-part are met.   

 

4. Storm Water Management. 
 

a. The following general and specific standards shall apply: 
 

(1.) General Standards. 
 

(a.) When possible, existing natural drainageways, wetlands, and 

vegetated soil surfaces must be used to convey, store, filter, 

and retain storm water runoff before discharge to public 

waters. 
 



 

    (b). Development must be planned and conducted in a manner that 

will minimize the extent of disturbed areas, runoff velocities, 

erosion potential, and reduce and delay runoff volumes.  

Disturbed areas must be stabilized and protected as soon as 

possible and facilities or methods used to retain sediment on 

the site. 

 

    (c.) When development density, topography features, and soil and 

vegetation conditions are not sufficient to adequately handle 

storm water runoff using natural features and vegetation, 

various types of constructed facilities such as diversions, 

settling basins, skimming devices, dikes, waterways, and 

ponds may be used.  Preference must be given to designs 

using surface drainage, vegetation, and infiltration rather than 

buried pipes and man-made materials and facilities. 

 

    (d.) Landowners may only drain surface water upon neighboring 

land if they act in good faith and; 

 

     i. there is a reasonable necessity for the drainage; 
 

     ii. care is taken to avoid unnecessary injury to the 

neighboring land; 
 

     iii. the utility or benefit accruing to the drained land 

outweighs the gravity of the harm resulting to the 

burdened land; and 
 

     iv. the drainage is accomplished by reasonably improving 

and aiding the natural drainage system, or if, in the 

absence of a practical natural drain, a reasonable and 

feasible artificial drainage system is adopted. 

 

(2.) Specific Standards. 

 

(a.) Impervious surface coverage of lots must not exceed twenty-

five (25) percent of the lot area or twenty (20) percent of the 

lot area in Natural Environment Shoreland Zoning.  For the 

purposes of this section, twenty-five (25) percent of the total 

area covered by pervious paver systems designed to allow the 

infiltration of water between pavers may be considered 

pervious by conditional use permit provided that: 
 

i. The pervious pavement system shall be designed and 

certified by a registered engineer or landscape 

architect and installed by someone qualified in the 



 

particular system used, or the installation shall be 

overseen by a product representative to ensure its 

proper long-term function; 

     ii. The pervious pavement designer shall include 

maintenance instructions to the property owner along 

with a maintenance schedule, with a copy to the Land 

& Resource Office to be filed along with the permit; 
 

    (b.) When constructed facilities are used for storm water  

management, documentation must be provided by a qualified 

individual that they are designed and installed consistent with 

the field office technical guide of the local soil and water 

conservation districts. 
 

(c.) New constructed storm water outfalls to public waters must 

provide for filtering or settling of suspended solids and 

skimming of surface debris before discharge. 
 

(d.)       Impervious Surface Replacement. 
 

i. Purpose:  The purpose of the regulations in this subsection 

is to prevent excessive amount of runoff that will be 

generated during a rainstorm by an enlarged impervious 

area.  Such excessive runoff causes erosion and transport 

of pollutants to public waters thereby degrading water 

quality.  Existing properties exceeding the standards for 

impervious surface coverage present a distinct 

management challenge from that of newly developed 

properties and there is a need to establish clear and 

consistent guidelines for how re-development of these lots 

may occur. 
 

ii. Standards:  Parcels that exceed the maximum allowed 

impervious surface may construct additional impervious 

surfaces without a variance or conditional use permit if the 

proposed new impervious surface meets all setback, height 

and other regulations of this ordinance and if one of the 

two following conditions are met: 
 

1. The applicant removes existing impervious 

surfaces at a ratio of one and one-half (1.5) square 

feet removed for every one (1) square foot added 

and restores these areas to a permeable surface. 
 

a. Permeable pavement systems are 

encouraged in the management of sites 

currently over the impervious surface limit 



 

and shall be credited as twenty-five (25) 

percent pervious for these sites when 

installed  according to the requirements of 

Section V.L.4.a.(2.)(d.)iii.  Applicants are 

encouraged to replace existing impervious 

surfaces with natural vegetation at the 1.5 

to 1 ratio listed above, however, permeable 

pavement systems may also be used.  In 

these cases they are to replace existing 

impervious surfaces at a ratio of at least 

four (4) square feet converted for every one 

(1) square foot of new impervious surface 

being added; 
 

2. The applicant removes existing impervious 

surfaces at a 1:1 ratio and restores those areas to a 

permeable surface and in addition, submits a 

comprehensive stormwater management plan that 

emphasized infiltration and onsite retention of 

stormwater for at least the two year 24-hour storm 

even through a combination of methods including 

buffer strips, swales, rainwater gardens, permeable 

pavement systems and other low impact 

development methods.  The stormwater 

management plan must be designed by a registered 

engineer or landscape architect and installed as 

designed by a qualified professional. 
 

a. Permeable pavement systems may be 

considered as 100% pervious when 

submitted as part of a stormwater 

management plan consistent with this 

section. 
 

iii. Specific Requirements: The applicant must provide the 

following evidence, in conjunction with meeting one of 

the two standards listed in (d).ii. above: 
 

1. A survey shall be submitted showing calculations 

of the exact dimensions of all existing impervious 

surfaces and of the lot before and after completion 

of the project.  This survey must be submitted and 

approved by the Land & Resource Director before 

any work may begin on the project; 
 

2. In replacing existing impervious surfaces with 

surfaces designed to be permeable or porous, the 



 

applicant must give priority to replacing those 

surfaces closest to the lake or those surfaces where 

the replacement is most likely to improve storm 

water management; 

 

3. No pervious or porous pavement systems shall be 

allowed in a bluff impact zone or shore impact 

zone unless specifically approved otherwise by the 

Land & Resource Director when restoration to 

natural vegetation would not be practical or 

advised by a qualified engineer.  These areas shall 

be maintained or restored to natural vegetative 

buffer whenever feasible; 

 

4. A pervious pavement system shall be designed and 

certified by a registered engineer or landscape 

architect and installed by someone qualified in the 

particular system used, or the installation shall be 

overseen by a product representative to ensure that 

is proper long-tern function; 

 

5. A pervious pavement system shall be set back from 

structures having basements, septic system leach 

fields, steep slopes and wells at least 10 feet unless 

otherwise designed by a registered engineer so as 

to prevent impacting these features; 

 

6. A pervious pavement designed shall include 

maintenance instructions to the property owner 

along with a maintenance schedule, with a copy to 

the Land & Resource Office to be filed along with 

the permit; 

 

7. All best management practices must be compatible 

with local stormwater management plans and 

NPDES Phase II stormwater permits, where 

required. 

 

8. If, in the removal of existing impervious surfaces, 

the total lot coverage falls below the maximum 

coverage allowed by this ordinance, the applicant 

must thereafter conform to the standards of this 

ordinance. 

 

 

    



 

5. Special Provisions for Agricultural Uses. 

 

a. Agricultural uses within shorelands existing at time of adoption of this 

Ordinance may continue provided the following standards are met: 

 

(1.) General cultivation farming, grazing, nurseries, horticulture, truck 

farming, sod farming, and wild crop harvesting are permitted uses if 

steep slopes and shore and bluff impact zones are maintained in 

permanent perennial vegetation or operated under an approved 

conservation plan (Resource Management Systems) that includes 

alternative riparian water quality practices based on the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service consistent with the field office 

technical guide (FOTG)s of the local soil and water conservation 

districts or the Natural Resource Conservation Service, practices 

approved by the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR), or 

practices based on local conditions United States Soil Conservation 

Service., approved by the local soil and water conservation district 

that are consistent with the FOTG. The shore impact zone for parcels 

with permitted agricultural land uses is equal to a line parallel to and 

50 feet from the ordinary high water level.    

 

6. Water Supply. 

 

a. Water Supply. 

 

   (1.) Any public or private supply of water for domestic purposes must 

meet or exceed standards for water quality of the Minnesota 

Department of Health and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

 

7. Standards for Commercial, Public and Semi-public Uses. 

 

a. Surface water-oriented commercial, public or semipublic uses with similar 

needs to have access to and use of public waters may be located on parcels 

with frontage on public waters.  Uses without water-oriented needs must be 

located on lots or parcels without public waters frontage, or, if located on lots 

or parcels with public waters frontage, must either be set back double the 

normal ordinary high water level setback or be substantially screened from 

view from the water by vegetation or topography, assuming summer, leaf-on 

conditions.  Those with water-oriented needs must meet the following 

standards: 

 

(1.) In addition to meeting impervious coverage limits, setbacks and other 

zoning standards set forth in this Ordinance the uses must be designed 

to incorporate topographic and vegetative screening of parking areas 

and structures. 

 



 

(2.) Uses that require short-term watercraft mooring for patrons must 

centralize these facilities and design them to avoid obstructions of 

navigation and to be the minimum size necessary to meet the need. 

 

 

(3.) Uses that depend on patrons arriving by watercraft may use signs and 

lighting to convey needed information to the public, subject to the 

following general standards: 
 

(a.) No advertising signs or supporting facilities for signs may be 

placed in or upon public waters.  Signs conveying information 

or safety messages may be placed in or on public waters by a 

public authority or under a permit issued by the county sheriff. 
 

(b.) Signs may be placed, when necessary, within the shore impact 

zone if they are designed and sized to be the minimum 

necessary to convey needed information.  They must only 

convey the location and name of the establishment and the 

general types of goods or services available.  The signs must 

not contain other detailed information such as product brands 

and prices, must not be located higher than ten feet above the 

ground, and must not exceed 32 square feet in size.  If 

illuminated by artificial lights, the lights must be shielded or 

directed to prevent illumination out across public waters. 
 

(c.) Other outside lighting may be located within the shore impact 

zone or over public waters if it is used primarily to illuminate 

potential safety hazards and is shielded or otherwise directed 

to prevent direct illumination out across public waters.  This 

does not preclude use of navigational lights. 

 

8. Guest Cottage. 
 

a. One guest cottage may be allowed with a conditional use permit on a riparian 

lot only, meeting or exceeding the following lot area and width dimensions 

and conditions set forth in this section. 

 

Lot Area Requirements and Regulations 

    Unsewered      Sewered 

 Area    Width Area   Width 

 Sq. Ft.       Ft.   Sq. Ft.       Ft.       

(1.) Natural 

Environment 

Lake  120,000     300 70,000      225 

(2.)   Recreational 

Development 

Lake   80,000      225 50,000      150 



 

(3.)   General 

Development 

Lake   40,000      180  26,000      135 

(4.)   Transition 

River   90,000       375  90,000      375 

(5.)   Agricultural 

River   60,000       225  60,000      225 

(6.)   Tributary 

River   45,000       150  35,000      115 

 

b. A guest cottage must meet the following standards: 

 

(1.) The guest cottage must be located within the smallest lot area that 

could be created including the principal dwelling unit.   

 

(2.) The guest cottage must not cover more than 700 square feet of land 

surface and must not exceed 15 feet in height from ground to peak. 

 

 (3.) The guest cottage must be located or designed to reduce its visibility 

as viewed from public waters and adjacent shorelands by vegetation, 

topography, increased setbacks or color, assuming summer leaf-on 

conditions. 

 

9. Controlled Access Lots. 

 

a. Lots intended as controlled accesses to public waters or as recreation areas 

for use by owners of non-riparian lots within subdivisions may be allowed by 

a conditional use permit and must meet or exceed the following standards. 

 

(1.) They must meet the width and size requirements for residential lots, 

and be suitable for the intended uses of controlled access lots. 

 

(2.) If docking, mooring, or over-water storage of more than six (6) 

watercraft is to be allowed at a controlled access lot, then the width of 

the lot (keeping the same lot depth) must be increased by the percent 

of the requirements for riparian residential lots for each watercraft 

beyond six, consistent with the following table: 

 

Controlled Access Lot Frontage Requirements 

Ratio of lake size  Required increase 

to shore length       in frontage 

(acres/mile)        (percent) 

 

Less than 100    25 

   100-200    20 

   201-300    15 



 

   301-400    10 

Greater than 400    5 

(3.) They must be jointly owned by all purchasers of lots in the 

subdivision or by all purchasers of non-riparian lots in the subdivision 

who are provided riparian access rights on the access lot. 

 

(4.) Covenants or other equally effective legal instruments must be 

developed that specify which lot owners have authority to use the 

access lot and what activities are allowed.  The activities may include 

watercraft launching, loading, storage, beaching, mooring, or 

docking.  They must also include other outdoor recreational activities 

that do not significantly conflict with general public use of the public 

water or the enjoyment of normal property rights by adjacent property 

owners.  Examples of the non-significant conflict activities include 

swimming, sunbathing, or picnicking.  The covenants must limit the 

total number of vehicles allowed to be parked and the total number of 

watercraft allowed to be continuously moored, docked or stored over 

water, and must require centralization of all common facilities and 

activities in the most suitable locations on the lot to minimize 

topographic and vegetation alterations.  They must also require all 

parking areas, storage buildings, and other facilities to be screened by 

vegetation or topography as much as practical from view from the 

public water, assuming summer, leaf-on conditions. 

 


