
Lake Latoka Property Owners Association 
Minutes of Annual Meeting 

Saturday, May 4, 2019 
LaGrand Town Hall 

 

 
Call to Order – Bruce Luehmann, President 
Board President, Bruce Luehmann, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am and welcomed all of 
the attendees to the meeting.  Other Board members present were Doug Kuelbs, Paul Wheeler, 
Connie Reuss, Rita Glieden, Bill Kahnke, Doug Ahrenstorff, and Jeremy Anderson.  Chris Block 
was absent.   
 
Introduction of Board Members – Bruce Luehmann, President 
Bruce Luehmann introduced all of the Board members and described each member’s 
contributions to the Board.  He also thanked all of the faithful LLPOA volunteers who assist the 
association in so many ways. 
 
Minutes from the 2018 Annual Meeting – Bill Kahnke, Secretary 
Minutes from the 2018 Annual Meeting were distributed to and reviewed by the Board 
members and the meeting attendees.  No additions or corrections were raised.  Vern Lorsung 
made a motion to approve the minutes, and it was seconded by Russ Wilbur.  The motion was 
passed to accept the minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Paul Wheeler, Treasurer 
Paul Wheeler presented the Board members and the meeting attendees with a copy of the 
LLPOA’s profit and loss statement and fund balances for the period 01/01/2018 through 
12/31/2018.  Paul discussed the breakdown of the funds received during this period, detailed 
the expenses incurred, and outlined the current cash on hand and fund balances in both the 
checking account and the certificates of deposit.  The net profit for the year was $3,430.16.  The 
LLPOA had 205 paid members in 2018.  The balances in two of the certificates of deposit are 
considered to be emergency funds, if needed, for tent caterpillar spraying, fighting invasive 
species, etc.  A separate certificate of deposit is for fish stocking.  The LLPOA’s financial books 
and records were audited in accordance the association’s bylaws, and no discrepancies were 
found.  Harry Schaffran made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Chad Swanson 
made the second motion.  The motion was passed to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Fish Stocking – Bruce Luehmann 
Bruce Luehmann stated that there has been no private fish stocking by the LLPOA for the past 
couple of years.  However, the DNR stocked fingerlings in the lake last fall.  The association is 
currently initiating a new annual program in which the DNR will be stocking fry in the spring and 
the LLPOA will be stocking fingerlings in the fall.  The fry and fingerlings will be strategically 
placed in the lake for maximum survival, and the stocking will be allocated approximately two-
thirds for Big Latoka and one-third for Little Latoka.  It was noted that the Vikings Sportsmen’s 
Club continues to provide some matching funds for the fish stocking.    
 
 



Water Quality – Doug Kuelbs 
Doug Kuelbs presented water quality results obtained from Terry Orpen, Water Quality Control 
Monitor.  The lake is tested each month during open water season.  Lake Latoka generally has 
better water quality than other area lakes, with a secchi reading of 14 feet in Big Latoka and 
13.5 feet in Little Latoka.  Meeting attendees also discussed spotting zebra mussels in the lake. 
 
Douglas County Lakes Association – Bruce Luehmann 
The Douglas County Lakes Association (DCLA) is a consortium of 24 area lake associations and 
has monthly meetings which are open to the public.  The goal of the DCLA is to promote 
excellent water quality and good lakeshore management on area lakes.  LLPOA Board members 
Bruce Luehmann or Paul Wheeler attended many of the DCLA meetings this past year.  Bruce 
summarized the main points and highlights of the DCLA meetings to the Board members and 
meeting attendees.   
 
LLPOA Shoreline Restoration Cost-Share Program – Doug Kuelbs 
Doug Kuelbs presented the Board members and the meeting attendees with a copy of the 
Shoreline Restoration Cost-Share Program, which was developed to promote the planting of 
trees, shrubs, and grasses in the lakeshore impact zone.  This program is a pilot plan which 
involves the LLPOA subsidizing the cost of board-approved shoreline restoration performed by 
lake homeowners to promote lake water quality.  Doug discussed with the meeting attendees 
the details of the program as shown in the handout.  The program is subject to annual review 
by the Board.         
 
Fourth of July Boat Parade – Jeremy Anderson 
Jeremy Anderson discussed the upcoming Fourth of July boat parade on the lake.  Boats will 
gather in Munger Bay at 10:30 am, and the parade will begin at 10:45 am.  In case of inclement 
weather, the parade cancellation will be announced by e-mail and on facebook by 9:00 am. 
 
Election of Board Members 
The LLPOA Board consists of 9 members.  The terms of Paul Wheeler, Chris Block, and Connie 
Reuss are currently expiring.  Chris Block and Connie Reuss will both retire after several years of 
dedicated service.  Nominations to the Board were then opened.  Doug Kuelbs nominated Paul 
Wheeler.  Connie Reuss nominated Jan Mahoney, and Paul Wheeler nominated Chad Swanson.  
Bruce Luehmann asked if there were any additional nominations from the floor.  Since there 
were none, Pam Luehmann made a motion that nominations cease, and the motion was 
seconded by Russ Wilbur.  The motion passed.  Vern Lorsung then made a motion to approve 
the three nominations, and the motion was seconded by Jeremy Anderson.  The motion passed.  
Since there were only 3 nominations for the 3 Board openings, a paper ballot election was not 
needed.  Paul Wheeler, Jan Mahoney, and Chad Swanson were then welcomed to the Board.      
 
Guest Speaker – Tim Kalina, Douglas County Commissioner 
Tim Kalina, Douglas County Commissioner, gave a presentation on several issues relating to lake 
quality and other LLPOA concerns.  He discussed salt from roads and other sources seeping into 
the lake, and talked about various invasive species that can harm lakes.  In addition, he outlined 
rules regarding VRBOs and the need for all of them to be properly registered.  As Tim concluded 
his presentation, he fielded several questions from the homeowners in the meeting.    



 
Guest Speakers – Steve Henry and Gene Rose, Douglas County Lakes Association 
Steve Henry and Gene Rose of the Douglas County Lakes Association gave a presentation titled 
“Our Lakes/Our Future.”  They stressed the importance of both water quality and the future of 
our lakes in regards to property values and providing tax dollars to the community.  They also 
pointed out that many lakes and streams in the surrounding area are considered impaired.  
Steve and Gene also talked about how high levels of nitrogen and phosphorous can cause 
devastating blue algae formations in lakes.  In addition, they outlined various grants to address 
water quality issues.  Steve and Gene concluded their presentation by fielding questions from 
the homeowners at the meeting.   
 
Other Business 
Bruce Luehmann discussed the potential paving of the beach parking lot, which is owned by the 
DNR and maintained by LaGrand Township.  Although the LLPOA is not pursuing the paving 
issue at this time, several LaGrand Township projects occurring next year could result in the 
opportunity to get the beach parking lot paved in the future. 
  
Door Prizes 
$15 Lake Country Meats gift certificate awarded to Russ Wilbur. 
$20 Lake Country Meats gift certificate awarded to Sheila Swanson. 
$25 Lake Country Meats gift certificate awarded to Syd Michaels. 
   
Adjournment 
Doug Ahrenstorff made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Paul Wheeler seconded the motion.  
The motion was passed.  The annual meeting was adjourned by Bruce Luehmann, President, at 
11:15 am.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Bill Kahnke, Secretary.                  


