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Inside this issue: LLPOA  Annual Meeting Review 

The annual meeting of the Lake Latoka 

Property Owners Association (LLPOA) was 

held on May 10, 2021, via Zoom. More than 

30 member property owners attended. 

Highlights were the election of board directors 

and a well-received guest speaker. 

New board members elected to three-year 

terms are Scott Allyn, Randy Eken, and Russ 

Wilbur. The membership thanks outgoing 

Directors Bruce Luehmann, Doug Kuelbs, and 

Bill Kahnke. Luehmann and Kuelbs joined the 

board in 2015, and Kahnke joined in 2018. 

Luehmann served as president for four years, 

and Kahnke served as secretary his entire 

term. Kuelbs was instrumental in establishing 

the Shoreline Restoration Cost Share Program. 

Thank you, Bruce, Doug, and Bill for your 

years of dedicated service. 

The guest speaker was Adam Hjelm, Public 

Outreach Coordinator for the Sauk River 

Watershed District. Hjelm discussed how 

“clean,” manicured lawns can contaminate a 

lake over time and that “clean” shorelines can 

lead to lost habitat. He also detailed how 

various bioengineering techniques and 

lakescaping can help maintain a shoreline, and 

shared information on restoration projects in 

the local region. 

Annual Picnic—September 11 

Mark your calendars and plan on attending the 

annual LLPOA fall picnic on September 11 at 

11:30 a.m. at Fireman’s Lodge. Everyone on 

the lake is invited, not just association 

members. 

July 4th Boat Parade  

The picnic will be different this year because of 

COVID-19. Rather than pot-luck, food will be 

provided. The menu includes grilled 

hamburgers and hotdogs with all the fixings, 

potato salad, baked beans, cookies, and bottled 

water. Food will be grilled and served by  

board members. 



New Board Members 
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Low Water Level, High Secchi Disk Reading 

Scott Allyn and wife Andrea built 

their home on the south end of Big 

Latoka in 2020. They have thoroughly 

enjoyed their second summer of lake 

life! Scott works as a Fire Sales 

Representative for Clarey’s Safety out 

of Rochester. After 29 years as a 

firefighter and EMT, he retired but 

still continues to share his passion by 

serving as a Fire Instructor for 

Alexandria Technical and Community 

College and Ridgewater College.  

Scott and Andrea enjoy time outdoors 

with their two dogs, Kacey and Madi. They also enjoy fishing in 

both summer and winter months along with entertaining family 

and friends. Scott is looking forward to meeting many LLPOA 

members over the next three years as he serves on the board. 

Randy Eken has been a lake property 

owner for 35 years and purchased his 

home on Firemans Lodge Road in 

2018 to be near family.  He loves to 

fish and enjoys time on the lake with 

family and friends. 

Russ holds a master’s degree in Public 

Administration and served the 

University of North Dakota Medical 

School for 42 years before retiring 

three years ago. 

Keeping our lakes healthy and caring 

for lake environment is important to Randy. He appreciates 

being a part of the LLPOA Board and looks forward to 

becoming involved. 

Russ and wife Pam purchased their 

Lake Latoka property in 2017 and 

called it home after selling their Cold 

Spring residence in 2019. Even 

though it has not been their home for 

long, they have been enjoying Lake 

Latoka since 2001, when Pam’s 

parents purchased the Munger Bay 

home.  

Russ began working for Land 

O’Lakes in 1990 as a Livestock Production Specialist in feed 

sales and now serves as the safety resource person for remote 

sales employees and manages the company’s light vehicle 

safety program. Russ, Pam and their two adult sons enjoy time 

on the lake. You may find them fishing, water skiing, or just 

cruising on the pontoon enjoying a beautiful sunset.  

Protecting the quality and preserving the beauty of Lake 

Latoka is important to the Wilbur Family, and Russ wants to 

make sure the resource remains healthy for future generations 

to enjoy. 

Allyn Eken 

Wilbur 

Almost everyone on the lake has been affected in one way or 

another by our low water level this summer. Many boat lifts 

have been moved out farther and plenty of boats are coming off 

the lake sooner than usual due to the low water level. According 

to Terry Orpen (MPCA Water Quality Control Monitor, DNR 

Lake Level Gauge Reader 

and MPCA Secchi Disc 

Reader) the lake level has 

declined about fourteen 

inches from April 2021 to 

August 20, 2021. He has 

also detected a noticeable 

difference in the weed line. 

Typically the weed line 

has held stable at 

approximately twenty-two 

feet from shore. This year 

is has increased to twenty-

five feet. This increase is in direct correlation to high Secchi 

disk readings. The Secchi disk is a plain white, circular disk 

twelve inches in diameter and is used to measure water 

transparency or clarity. The disk is mounted on a line and 

lowered slowly down in the water. The depth at which the disk 

is no longer visible is taken as the measure of the clarity of the 

water. Secchi disk readings this year have gone from fifteen to 

twenty-eight feet or an average of twenty feet. Last year the 

readings were fourteen to 

twenty-eight feet or an average 

of twenty-one feet. These are 

readings on the north end of Big 

Latoka. Little Latoka readings 

are similar. Previous to the 

zebra mussel infestation, the 

Secchi disks readings were 

typically fifteen to twenty feet. 

Higher water clarity allows 

more sunlight to penetrate 

deeper, resulting in more weed 

growth. The chart above shows 

our recorded water levels since 1992. The water level is lower 

than average, but lower levels have been recorded in the past. 
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Meet Your Lake Latoka Neighbors: Dr. Jerry McCrery  
by Paul Wheeler 

Dr. Jerry and Jane McCrery are two of Lake Latoka’s longest 

tenured full-time residents. The McCrerys built a lake home off 

VonDerHeide Drive nearly 45 years ago. There was only a hand 

full of houses along VonDerHeide Drive and, in fact, the street 

didn’t even have a name or a paved surface at that time. 

Dr. McCrery is a 

medical doctor and 

was a practicing 

physician 

specializing in 

Internal  

Medicine and 

Gastroenterology 

for 46 years before 

retiring in 2019. He 

received his 

medical degree from the University of Nebraska College of 

Medicine in 1973. After completing an internship and residency 

at the University of Iowa Hospital and Clinic, he came to 

Alexandria to set up his practice. Dr. McCrery was with the 

Broadway Clinic, now Sanford, and was affiliated with the 

Douglas County Hospital, now Alomere.        

The McCrery’s beautifully landscaped Little Latoka home is 

filled with gorgeous hosta and flower gardens with a well-

manicured lawn. But probably the most 

unique feature in their yard is the boathouse. 

More than a century ago there was a gravel 

road that ran directly adjacent to the western 

side of Little Latoka that provided access to a 

dairy farm located where the public landing 

now exists. That driveway had a stone arched 

bridge spanning a ravine on the McCrery lot. 

Dr. McCrery blocked up the back side of that 

bridge, built some custom fitting arched 

swinging doors, and attached them to the 

front. It now serves as an attractive and functional boathouse. 

On top of the boathouse is a gazebo, a great sitting area with a 

perfect view of the lake.   

 

While practicing medicine was his profession, hobby farming is 

his passion. Directly across the street from their home, the 

McCrerys own acreage where Dr. McCrery now practices 

hobby farming. There is an alfalfa pasture, ideal for grazing 

horses and a large vegetable garden filled with a wide variety of 

produce, which the 

McCrerys often 

generously share 

with neighbors. The 

garden is irrigated 

from a 1,000-gallon 

barrel perched on top 

of a stand with a drip 

hose running into the 

garden.  

An enormous barn 

structure, which has won awards from an architectural 

association for its design and construction, was built several 

years ago. One wing of the barn is a stable with individual stalls 

providing inside protection and comfort for horses. Another 

wing has a large and well-equipped workshop where farm 

equipment is also housed. The center is an open area for storage 

and provides access to the second story hay loft. And no barn is 

complete without a freight elevator that rises to the third story, 

where Dr. McCrery maintains a small collection of antique 

horse drawn carriages.  

It is not unusual to see Dr. McCrery busy in 

the barn’s workshop or driving his tractor 

around the farm fields well into the evening 

hours. He is also willing to use his farm 

equipment in assisting neighbors with big 

yard projects of their own, such as leveling 

dirt for over-seeding grass or pruning tree 

branches. Jane McCrery is also often seen 

mowing the large lawn, both at their 

residence and at the hobby farm.    

The McCrerys have been dedicated members of the Lake 

Latoka Property Owners Association for all these years.  The 

LLPOA thanks them for their long and continued support. 

Keith and Tracy Sunvold◆3221 E Latoka Circle SW 

Christopher and Susan Jerkell◆1275 W Latoka DR SW 

Jeffrey and Christine Hohn◆1120 Fireman’s Lodge RD SW 

Dustin and Angela Hasbrouck◆lot in Bradford Bay 

New Property Owners on the Lake 
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Alexandria’s First Boatbuilder by William Kahnke 

 
 

In the late 1800s, tourists and fishermen began arriving in the 

Douglas County lakes area in large numbers. The rising demand 

for wooden rowboats, the most 

common watercraft at the time, 

ultimately led to the founding 

of Alexandria’s first 

boatbuilder. 

Born in Sweden in 1866, Erick 

G. Erickson came to Minnesota 

at the age of two with his 

parents and sister. They 

homesteaded on the southwest 

shore of Lake Ida. As the only 

boy in a growing family, it was 

Erickson’s responsibility to 

hunt and fish to help provide 

food for the household. When 

he was 17, Erickson decided to 

build a wooden rowboat to 

assist in his fishing adventures. 

The neighbors liked his boat so 

much that they asked him to 

build boats for them as well. Gradually, his reputation for 

exceptional boatbuilding spread throughout the area, and he 

earned the nickname “Boat” Erickson. 

As a young adult in 1885, Erickson lived in Alexandria and 

worked for several establishments in town, but he also started to 

build and sell boats as a sideline enterprise. He named his new 

business Alexandria Boat Works and set up a small shop near 

downtown. A number of years after going into boatbuilding full-

time, Erickson moved his growing company to a building at the 

northwest corner of Third Avenue and Broadway, where the 

present Runestone Museum now stands.   

Erickson’s earliest rowboats were constructed in the traditional 

wood lapstrake style. Sometime around 1902, Erickson switched 

to strip-built, smooth hull construction. Planking of the wood 

strip boats was done in western red cedar, cypress, or redwood. 

The name Lady of the Lakes was attached to this new watercraft 

design and remained the trade name for Alexandria Boat Work’s 

products for the remainder of the company’s existence. As time 

passed, the smooth-gliding and easy-rowing Lady of the Lakes 

boats became increasingly popular throughout central Minnesota 

and beyond.  

As the company continued to grow, a new factory building was 

completed in 1930 next to the old site. After Erickson died in 

1936 at the age of 69, his widow and descendants took over the 

leadership roles in the business. In the following years, the 

company not only built and sold 

its own line of watercraft but also 

sold boats made by Chris-Craft, 

Feathercraft, and Grumman. By 

1952, Alexandria Boat Works 

had constructed 15,250 boats in 

its 67-year life span, and that 

same year, an updated modern 

facility was built east of town.  

When fiberglass and aluminum 

watercraft became the wave of 

the future, Alexandria Boat 

Works decided in 1954 to cease 

production of wooden boats and 

to become a retail and wholesale 

dealer for several other boat lines. 
The company remained a family 

enterprise and continued to 

prosper for decades until more 

industry changes led to the 

closure of the business in the early 1980s, nearly a century after 

young Erickson constructed his first boat. 

Although Erick Erickson’s boatbuilding company has been out 

of business for many years, a few locals still remember his 

iconic boats with their specially cast aluminum bow plates 

containing the inscription “Lady of the Lakes–Alexandria Boat 

Works.” 

Lady of the Lakes boats passing through 

Carlos-Darling channel in 1907; photos for this article  

courtesy of Douglas County Historical Society  

Alexandria Boat Works  
Third Avenue and Broadway, 1902 
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From the President by Chad Swanson 

 

our lakes are areas of great interest. The last several years, the 

board has aggressively stocked the lake, spring and fall, with 

walleye fingerlings and fry. With the last DNR survey, it 

appeared like that stocking is paying off, and we will know 

more as the survey results are released to us from the DNR.  

But, the important thing is that we cannot do these projects 

alone as individual property owners. Together, we all need to 

seek out interests in preserving Lake Latoka, whether it is 

monitoring the loon population, having a watchful eye for 

invasive plants, or participating in shoreland management. 

Let’s all do our part in being aware of  potential lake 

contamination. There is always something for everyone. 

A few years ago, the board initiated the Shoreline Restoration 

Cost Share Program, which provides reimbursement up to 

$250 to restore your lakeshore with approved grasses and 

plants, etc. This is another way to get involved and help keep 

our lake one of the best in the area. If you are interested in the 

restoration program, please contact a board member.  

The abnormally dry to drought conditions occurring across 

Minnesota are creating challenging conditions for people trying to 

get their boats into or out of the water at public boat launches, 

according to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 

When water levels drop during extended dry periods, the concrete 

ramps at boat launches may no longer reach all the way into the 

water and hazards such as prop-wash holes can become more 

problematic. 

Prop-wash holes are caused by “power-loading” the boat onto the 

trailer instead of using the preferred method of cranking it on the 

trailer by winch. When water levels are low, people are more likely 

to back their trailer past the ramp’s end and into a prop-wash hole 

if one is present. 

“It can be pretty difficult to get a trailer unstuck from a hole like 

that,” said Nancy Stewart, DNR water recreation consultant. “And 

just beyond the prop-wash hole, there’s often a mound of material 

that boats may get stuck on after launching, preventing them from 

getting to deeper water.”  

Extending ramps can help in some places, but not when shallow 

water persists beyond the boat ramp. Stewart offers the following 

tips for launching boats in low water conditions: 

• Check the ramp, especially the firmness of the gravel at the 

ramp’s end, and the water depth. 

• Visit an alternative access site, or a different lake or river 

altogether, if water levels are too low to safely launch your 

boat. 

• Watch for obstructions in the lake, like large boulders or 

tree stumps. 

Expect delays at public boat launches and be patient with 

boaters who are having difficulty launching. You can also 

#BeGoodNatured and offer assistance. 

Visit the DNR website for boat launching maps and 

information on power loading. 

Article courtesy of Minnesota DNR – July 15 news release 

Power Loading Damages Boat Ramps  

Since this is my first newsletter 

message as the newly elected 

president of the Lake Latoka Property 

Owners Association (LLPOA), I 

would like to introduce myself. My 

wife and I have been Lake Latoka 

owners a couple of times, first in The 

Narrows in the mid-eighties and now 

on West Latoka Drive SW since 

2013. We have three children and 10 

grandchildren who love the lake, so it 

is the right place to live. 

I have the same feelings and interests 

as other past presidents, including 

challenges to preserve the water quality as we struggle this year with 

low water, zebra mussels, smoky skies, and always the possible 

infestation of invasive plants, such as curly leaf pondweed that has 

already invaded some of our area lakes. In addition to the water 

quality, shoreline management, and controlling what is running into 

 

DNR fixes prop-wash hole on Little Latoka 

Boat Launch on August 2 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/water_access/index.html
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DNR Fish Survey by Rita Glieden 

On July 12, 2021, the DNR 

placed gill nets on both Big 

Latoka and Little Latoka to 

capture fish to count and 

determine the health of the fish 

population. The survey is done 

every six years on our lake, 

and nets are placed in the same 

locations each time for 

consistent results. The nets 

were pulled on July 13, 14, 

and 15, and fish species, size, 

and numbers were counted. 

Fish ages will also be 

determined.   

How do they determine the 

age of a fish? The process is 

like a tree. 

If you slice through a tree trunk, you see a pattern of rings that 

grow out from the center. Count them, and you determined the 

tree’s age. With every passing year, the trunk grows outward, 

laying down new wood tissue and simultaneously a physical 

record of time gone by.  

In the inner ears of fish, there are a series of small bones called 

otoliths, commonly known as earstones, that grow like rings in 

a tree. Created when the fish is just a larva, the otoliths serve as 

a record of the fish’s entire life.  Otoliths in some species are 

the size of a small coin and in others as small as a grain of rice. 

They are composed of calcium carbonate and are located 

directly behind the brain of bony fish. Every day a new layer of 

calcium carbonate is added to the outside of the otolith. Slicing 

through the center of the bone 

reveals a series of alternating 

light and dark rings, each set 

representing a year of the fish’s 

life. The layers are 

distinguishable because of 

seasonal changes in growth. 

During the spring and summer, 

when food is plentiful, the fish 

grows rapidly. The otolith also 

grows quickly and leaves behind 

a thick, opaque ring. As the 

season changes to fall and the 

fish’s growth begins to slow, so 

does the otolith’s growth, and the 

ring darkens  Fish that live in 

highly seasonal locations have the 

most distinguishable rings. The DNR will remove two otoliths 

from the fish they captured on Lake Latoka, and use a dissecting 

microscope to obtain information on the age.   

A report with a “Status of the Fishery” summary will be 

available from the DNR by early May 2022 and will be 

viewable on MN DNR Lake 

Finder. That website can be 

found at dnr.state.mn.us/

lakefind. If the information is 

available for our 2022 Spring 

Newsletter, an article will be 

published to share the 

findings.  

 

Fire DangerBurning Restrictions Fall Cleanup 

The fire danger in Minnesota is unusually high due to the 

ongoing drought. Recent rains have reduced the risk in 

Douglas County from “very high” to “high”, but it is still 

necessary to use extreme caution with backyard campfires. As 

conditions change it is important to check county burning and 

campfire restrictions. Open burning is restricted in Douglas 

County. No permits will be issued for brush or yard waste.  

Attended campfires are allowed in fire rings only at your home 

or cabin. No campfires are allowed on any DNR managed 

lands. Statewide fire danger and burning restrictions are 

updated daily on the Minnesota DNR website.   

 

Every year Lake Latoka residents are reminded about burning 

leaves on the lake and proper leaf disposal. Property owners 

need to be responsible when it comes to fall clean up. Do not 

rake leaves and grass clippings into the lake. Too many leaves 

dumped into a lake can cause an excessive amount of algae 

growth.  If at all possible, do not burn your leaves.  Burning 

leaves should be a last resort for disposal. Burning creates more 

pollution in the air. It also adds phosphorus to the lake, which in 

turn causes algae growth. Ash from burning leaves is high in 

nutrients that are detrimental to lakes. 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind
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Lake Association Volunteers 

 Lake Association Board Members 

President: Chad Swanson (2022)1051 W Latoka Drive SW320-760-3142c54swan@gmail.com 

Vice President: Rita Glieden (2023)2909 Vonderheide Drive SW320-583-1584ritaglieden@gmail.com 

Secretary: Kathy Moen (2023)2880 The Narrows Drive SW320-760-3936lakemoen@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Paul Wheeler (2022)3023 Vonderheide Drive SW320-762-5332dpwheeler@aol.com  

Jan Mahoney (2022)1583 W Latoka Dr SW651-587-8009janetlynnmahoney@gmail.com 

Gene Olson (2023)1756 Firemans Lodge Road SW3203-359-5306eugene.olson@gmail.com  

Scott Allyn (2024)2436 Bradford Bay SW651-261-9079allyn911@hotmail.com                     

Randy Eken (2024)1096 Firemans Lodge Road SW218-779-7566deaconmphs@gmail.com 

Russ Wilbur (2024)3350 Latoka Bay Dr SW320-267-8241russ.wilbur@yahoo.com 

MPCA Water Quality Control Monitor, DNR Lake Level Gauge Reader and MPCA Secchi Disc Reader:  

Terry and Sue Orpentopren2015@gmail.com320-491-5023  Dave Sailerdrsailer64@gmail.com320-759-3060 

Douglas County Lake Association Representative: Bruce Luehmannluehmannbp@gmail.com320-219-7617 

Database Manager for Mailing List: Sue Orpensorpen1@gmail.com320-219-9519 

Greeter for Big Lake Latoka: Gene Olsoneugene.olson@gmail.com303-359-5306 

Greeter for Little Latoka: Kathy Moenlakemoen@gmail.com320-760-3936 

Email Correspondents: Pat Jepsen and Tony Llopislakelatoka@hotmail.com 

Sign Boxes Coordinators: Rita Gliedenritaglieden@gmail.com 320-583-1584 

Newsletter Editor: Jan Mahoneyjanetlynnmahoney@gmail.com651-587-8009 

Facebook Moderator: Chris Blockchrisblock@thebridgerealty.com651-307-7663                                                                                                                    

Fish Stocking: Chris Blockchrisblock@thebridgerealty.com651-307-7663Rita Glieden                                                                           

Website Manager: Chad Swansonc54swan@gmail.com320-760-3142                                                                                                        

4th of July Parade Coordinator: Chad Swansonc54swan@gmail.com320-760-3142  

• September 8: “Annual Conservation Bus Tour”-A guided 

bus tour around Douglas County to see conservation 

practices such as: Ag waste, conservation tree planting, 

lake shore restoration, pollinator plantings, streambank 

erosion, terraces, and other topics. The bus will leave the 

SWCD office at 9:00 a.m. and return around 3:00 p.m. 

Call 320-763-3191, Ext. 3 in advance to reserve a seat on 

the bus. 

• August 29: “Youth Activity Day”-A family friendly event 

to provide youth the opportunity to learn about outdoor 

recreation. Activities include trap shooting, archery, hunting, 

angling and more. The event will be held at the Alexandria 

Shooting Park. Go to youthoutdooractivityday.org for more 

information. 

• September 2: “Free Nitrate Testing Clinic”-Sponsored by 

the Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation District 

(SWCD). Samples can be submitted at the Douglas SWCD 

Tree Shed, 800 Northside Drive, Alexandria, MN between 

the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Go to 

douglasswcd.com for more information. 

Douglas County Soil & Water Conservation District Happenings 

mailto:janetlynnmahoney@gmail.com
mailto:c54swan@gmail.com


Lake Latoka Property Owners Association 

PO Box 102 

Alexandria, MN 56308 

Please help us keep our lakeshore ownership list up to date. We need your information for sending out the newsletters, compiling 

new Lake Latoka directories, and for sending welcome representatives to new lakeshore owners.  

Please contact Sue Orpen at 320-762-1708 or sorpen@charter.net, or Pat Jepsen at lakelatoka@hotmail.com if you: 

Own a vacation home on Lake Latoka but have changed your home mailing address. 

Have sold your property on Lake Latoka. 

Know of property that has changed hands on the lake. 

Have changed phone number and/or email address. 

Help Us Stay Current 

“The Lake Latoka Property Owners’ Association (LLPOA) 

is organized to encourage wise use and preservation of Lake 

Latoka in order to maintain the delicate ecological balance 

between the lake and adjacent shore lands. The association 

will coordinate and lead environment efforts to provide  

government and regulator liaisons, promote education and 

public awareness, and be the advocacy of Lake Latoka  

regarding lake shore issues.” 

Look us up for updates and important links  

(mobile friendly) 

latokaassociation.org 

Contact Us: lakelatoka@hotmail.com 

LLPOA on Facebook 

Facebook.com/groups/lakelatoka  

Stay updated with the latest news, events, as well as what 

the Lake Association is currently working on to protect 

and improve the lake. Lose a canoe? Find a paddleboard? 

Post on Facebook! 

Find us online: Mission Statement 


