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Inside this issue: Annual Meeting Saturday May 21 

Please join your Lake Latoka neighbors for 
our Lake Latoka Property Owners Association 
annual meeting. The meeting will begin at 9 
a.m. at the LaGrand Town Hall, located at 501 
Town Hall Road NW, Alexandria. It will be 
great to be together again after two years of 
Zoom meetings!  

The purpose of the annual meeting is to 
receive information, share concerns, and 
contribute ideas for preserving our beautiful 
lake. Refreshments will be served. Door prizes 
include two Lake Latoka t-shirts. Information 
regarding how to order additional Latoka gear 
will be available.  

Program 

Our speaker will be Justin Swart, Shoreland 
Alterations and AIS Prevention, from Douglas 
County Land and Resource Management. He 
will discuss the 2019 Lake Latoka invasive 
species survey completed in 2019 and the 
upcoming survey to be conducted in 2022.  

Elections 

Three LLPOA Board terms expire in 2022: 
Paul Wheeler, Treasurer; Chad Swanson, 
President; and Jan Mahoney.  All three 
members are interested in seeking re-election. 

The Association has a nine-member Board of 
Directors that meets throughout the year to 
manage business of the association and review 
subjects of interest related to Lake Latoka. 
Board members serve a three-year term.  If 
you are interested in serving on the LLPOA 
Board, or if you know of someone who is 
interested and willing to serve, please contact 
any current Board member or send an email to 
lakelatoka@hotmail.com. 

We can all be proud of our lake association’s 
involvement in many areas of concern and 
pride over the years. Come be a part of it, and 
meet some neighbors!   

DuWayne and Shannon Peterson  
w 3815  Forest Park RD SW 
 
Judy Melville 
 w1321 W Latoka Dr SW 
 
Latoka Lake Lot LL  
w1473 W Latoka Dr SW 
 
Sharyl and Bradley Smith  
w lot on W Latoka Dr SW 

Chris and Kate VanderWeyst 
 w 821 W Latoka Dr SW 
 
Bonnie and John Holub 
 w 2913 Vonderheide Dr SW 
 
Kimberly and Joel Bloom 
w 2624 Latoka Dr SW 
  
Chad and Elizabeth Cooper  
w 3233 Vonderheide Dr SW 

New Property Owners on the Lake Watch for an email from 
Chad Swanson to order 

Lake Latoka shirts 
(see page 2) 

 

Latoka 
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Membership Dues 

 

Invasive aquatic species identification 

Of these, invasive aquatic species and lakeshore degradation are 
possibly the two major concerns. One area lake waited too long 
to identify a curly pond leaf problem. The first 20 feet or so 
from the shore was not useable last year because of the thick 
and dense leaf. Fishing from a dock was not possible. So that 
lake board asked for donations to start the treatment process, but 
they were limited by the DNR as to how much could be treated 
in a year without a treatment plan. A small area of the lake was 
treated at a cost of approximately $25,000, funded by property 
owners. This year, 2022, the rest of the lake will be treated at an 
approximate cost of $200,000, again funded mostly by property 
owners. So, how can we at Lake Latoka benefit from this 
story… identify and treat problems before they get out of hand. 

In 2019, the Douglas County AIS Task Force surveyed Lake 
Latoka for invasive aquatic species and found none. Lake 
Latoka is one of eight lakes selected for a follow up survey in 
June 2022. There will be a brochure at the May annual meeting 
describing the invasive aquatic species that we need to identify 
and diligently report.    

 Shoreline restoration programs  

A few years ago, the board initiated the LLPOA Shoreline 
Restoration Cost-Share Program. You can be reimbursed up to 
$250 to restore your lakeshore with approved grasses and plants, 
etc. The reasons for water degradation are both plentiful and 
complex, but degraded shoreline is one significant contributor. 
According to the DNR, Minnesota has lost approximately half 
of its natural shoreline. The Minnesota Lakes and River 
organization has launched a “Lake Steward” program. The 
program encourages the creation of grassed waterways, 
vegetated swales, rain gardens, and diversions of any type. If 
you are interested in the LLPOA Shoreline Restoration Cost-
Share Program or the Lake Steward program, please contact 
board member, Scott Allyn at allyn911@hotmail.com, for 
further information and a possible site visit.   

 Coming Soon…Lake Latoka shirts and sweatshirts will be 
available to purchase! We hope to have samples and ordering 
information at the May annual meeting.  

 Our biggest concerns as Lake 
Latoka property owners:  

· preserve water quality 

· maintain shorelines  

· control runoff into lakes 

· a rapid increase of lakeshore         
property taxes 

· spread of invasive aquatic 
species  

The membership dues form and envelope are enclosed with this 
newsletter. 

Your dues are vital in keeping the Lake Latoka Property 
Owners Association operational. All property owners are 
encouraged to become members. 

Currently, our membership is one of the highest of local lake 
associations. Let’s see if we can get the membership even 
higher this year. Talk to your neighbors and encourage those 
who aren't members to join. 

Lake Latoka Shirts Available Soon 

Be on the lookout for an email from President Chad Swanson. 

The email will contain an order form to complete and submit if 
you are interested in ordering a Lake Latoka shirt. 

The three options available are the Sport-Tek, New Era Hoodie, 
and Fan Favorite T-shirt.  Each shirt style comes in three colors 
and there are many sizes to choose from. 

Get in the Lake Latoka spirit and don one of these sporty shirts, 
no matter the season. 
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The Fabulous Blake Hotel by William Kahnke 

Decades before mom-and-pop resorts dotted Lake Latoka’s 
shoreline, grand resorts began springing up on Alexandria’s 
popular chain of lakes to cater to the growing number of 
wealthy tourists drawn to the area. One such magnificent lodge 
was the Blake Hotel on Lake Carlos. 

Hotel Blake 
In 1902, bids were let for a resort to be built on a relatively 
narrow strip of land between 
Lake Carlos and Lake Le 
Homme Dieu in the vicinity of 
Three Havens, situated at the 
junction of three lakes–Darling, 
Carlos, and Le Homme Dieu. 
Having the winning bid, 
developer John C. Blake and his 
spouse, Eliza Jane, began 
building a resort along the 
sandy shoreline of Lake Carlos 
and opened it for business in 
1903 with the name Hotel 
Blake. John and Eliza Blake’s 
hotel was a success from the 
start and continued to prosper 
until the main structure was 
destroyed by fire in 1920. The Blakes immediately began 
rebuilding the resort, and the new Blake Hotel opened in 1921. 

Blakes-by-the-Lakes 

Just two years later, the couple sold the hotel for $30,000 to A.J. 
DuBeau, who changed the name to Blakes-by-the-Lakes. At that 
time, the existing main building could accommodate 80 guests. 
Determined to grow the resort, DuBeau added four cottages and 
a honeymoon log cabin to the property. Business boomed, and 
many summer visitors traveled with their own staff, chauffeurs, 
and personal maids, all of which led to mountains of luggage 
sometimes clogging the hallways. Consequently, servants were 
housed in the attic and garage of the hotel, and special 
dormitory rooms were created for other hired help. In 1925, the 
guest rates for lodging and food were $10 per day (about $160 
today). 

Not only were the accommodations luxurious for its time, but 
the Blake also served three sumptuous meals to its guests each 
day. A unique feature of the hotel was the elegant dining room 
built around a live tree in the center of the room. With fresh 
catches from the lake, fish fries were a frequent occurrence. In 
addition, large buffet suppers were served at midnight on 
Saturdays after a long evening of dancing and socializing. 
Overlooking Lake Carlos, the distinctive dining room also 
hosted weddings, banquets, and graduations.  

Guests came to Blakes-by-the-Lakes from practically all over 
the country. Seeking relief from summer heat and humidity, the 

majority of out-of-state individuals arrived from Texas, 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa, and Kansas. Several Mayo Clinic 
doctors, including William and Charles Mayo, were regular 
guests at the Blake. Actress Rosalind Russell and her husband 
also once stayed at the hotel. Many visitors returned each year, 
and a few even stayed for the whole summer. It wasn’t unusual 
for frequent Blake vacationers to eventually purchase their own 
lake homes in the area.  

Plenty of leisure activities 
occupied the guests at the 
resort. In addition to the daily 
fishing expeditions, 
individuals enjoyed 
swimming, dancing, boating, 
lawn games, and socializing 
in the lounge room. Visitors 
could stroll around the 
beautifully landscaped 
property and appreciate the 
large gazebo and walking 
bridge by the lake. Young-
Quinlan, a Minneapolis 
department store, sold 
clothing out of a small shop 

within the hotel and staged fashion shows as well. Linen 
exhibits and fresh flower displays were also popular attractions 
for the guests. 

Condominiums retain visible reminders 
In 1947, A.J. DuBeau sold the resort to the Awes family. Sadly, 
as the years went by, its popularity waned and Blakes-by-the-
Lakes eventually closed in 1967. The property at 3610 North 
Nokomis stood empty for a few years before it was finally 
demolished in 1971 to make way for a new 28-unit Blakes by 
the Lakes condominium community that is presently on the site. 
Fortunately, the stone staircase descending to the lake and the 
stone wall along the road both remain as visible reminders of 
the fabulous Blake Hotel. 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Douglas County Historical Society 



Page 4  

Meet your Lake Latoka Neighbors by Paul Wheeler  
Dr. Terry Kennedy: medical career and musical creations 

  

For most of us, building a handmade, high quality, guitar from 
scratch would be an insurmountable task. But for one Lake 
Latoka resident, it’s all routine and a 
second-career business. LLPOA 
member Dr. Terry Kennedy has been 
building handmade steel string flat top 
guitars since the late 1990s and arch 
top jazz guitars since 2010.   

Longtime LLPOA members Kennedy 
and wife Patricia have resided on Lake 
Latoka since moving to Alexandria in 
1977 when he joined Dr. David Larson 
at the Alexandria Orthopedic 
Associates. Kennedy retired from his 
medical practice in 2004. In addition 
to being a skilled surgeon, Kennedy is 
a talented musician. As a young boy, 
he learned to play the piano, and then 
during the 1960s when folk music 
groups came into vogue, he began 
playing the guitar and performing on 
stage. Kennedy still locally performs 
at various venues.   

An interest in building guitars began in the mid 1990s when 
Kennedy’s youngest son bought and built a “kit” guitar while in 
graduate school. From that experience, Kennedy’s own desire to 
build guitars flourished. In retirement he started dedicating more 
time to his hobby. In 2004 he attended an intensive two-week 
course on guitar building in Portland, Oregon, with the intention 
of transforming his hobby into a business venture. Eventually, 
his hobby evolved into the successful business it is today.   

Kennedy Guitars, with a regional and beyond following, is 
known for exceptionally good quality instruments. Over the 
years, Kennedy has built 87 guitars that have been mainly sold 
through a Minneapolis music store and by private commission. 

Kennedy’s business philosophy is to construct quality 
instruments of traditional design, yet incorporate modern 

innovations. His goal is to provide a 
great sounding guitar that is affordable 
to professional musicians and serious 
amateurs. The tops are made from a 
variety of spruces that provide a 
beautiful wood grain finish. The bodies 
are typically made of mahogany, 
varieties of rosewood, or maple.        

From start to finish, it takes between 80 
to 100 hours to build a guitar. And, 
while it takes only six to eight weeks to 
complete the basic structure, it can take 
as long as five to six months before 
finishing and setup are complete and 
the instrument goes out the door. 
Kennedy’s ultimate goal is to build 100 
guitars before retiring from his guitar 
building business. 

Kennedy Guitars keeps a low profile 
and does not advertise heavily, relying mostly on “word of 
mouth” referrals.  Kennedy said he currently has plenty of work 
to keep busy. Occasionally, someone brings in a guitar for 
repair, which he also performs. Kennedy’s advice to anyone 
interested in building guitars is patience, persistence, perfection, 
attention to detail, and the ability to spend considerable amounts 
of time working alone.      

To learn more about Kennedy Guitars, read testimonials, and 
view photos of guitars available, visit  kennedyguitars.com.    
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Surveying over many years allows the DNR to track trends in 
Lake Latoka fish populations.  
 
The DNR conducted three surveys in 2021 including 
electrofishing, trap nets, and gill nets. Electrofishing targets 
bass. Gill nets and trap nets sample most of the remaining fish 
community. Nets are checked and moved daily for about a 
week during the summer. To increase accuracy, nets are placed 
in the same locations each time a survey is done. 
Electrofishing was completed on 6/2/21. Gill and Trap nets 
were placed on 7/12/21 and removed on 7/15/21. The last 
survey of this type was done on 7/20/15. 
 
Results of the 2021 survey:   

 

 

 

DNR Fishing Survey by Rita Glieden 

Posted on the DNR’s website are nine previous surveys dating back to 1976. To access the surveys, go to www.dnr.state.mn.us/
lakefind and enter Latoka in the lake block. There are many reports available on this site, including lake surveys. A final version of 
the Lake Latoka Survey will be available in May 2022. 

Floating Debris on the Lake 
As the snow has melted on the lake and the ice will soon be out 
(or is out at the time of publication), debris can be seen lying on 
the ice. This debris will soon be floating on our precious lake.  

Use caution and keep a watchful eye as you launch your 
watercraft this spring and begin cruising the lake. Don’t let 
loose floating debris ruin your start to an enjoyable summer 
on the lake. 



Page 6  

Stop Starry Stonewort Program  
by Jeff Forester, Executive Director, Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates 

 Minnesota Lakes and Rivers (MLR) Stop Starry Program is 
a critical shielding strategy to protect lakes and lake 
communities. In 2015 the invasive algae starry stonewort 
was confirmed on the first Minnesota 
lake, Lake Koronis near Paynesville. 
Initial investments into treatments 
totaled over $800,000, but despite this 
aggressive and ongoing management, 
the infestation spread 7% a year. It now 
covers about 70% of the littoral area of 
the lake. 

Starry stonewort is a fast-spreading 
invasive algae that can form dense mats 
on a lake's surface, choke out native 
species and overwhelm fish spawning beds. It is highly 
transferable and has now been confirmed in 19 water bodies 
in Minnesota. Lake Koronis, like many lakes in Minnesota, is 
a core community resource to Paynesville and Stearns 
County.  

“Anything that impacts a Minnesota lake,” said KaylaHanke, 
Program Manager and Civic Organizer for MN Lakes and 
Rivers, “impacts the entire community. One of the most 
important aspects of the Stop Starry Program is the work we 
will be doing to engage the entire community in lake 
protection.” 

In 2021 the Minnesota Legislature awarded Minnesota Lakes 
and Rivers Advocates a $1 million dollar grant from the 
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund to give these 
communities a new tool to help fight against aquatic invasive 
species. The grant will allow MLR to install self-service boat 
cleaning stations at the public accesses on lakes infested with 
starry stonewort. The goal is to shield all the other lakes in 
Minnesota from this aquatic invasive species. 

"Starry stonewort can move very quickly within a 50-mile 
radius of an infested water body,” said Jeff Forester, 
executive director of the nonprofit Minnesota Lakes and 
Rivers Advocates. “So it’s local movement to adjacent lakes 
that's really the concern." Multiple studies have found that 

while over 90% of boaters know the steps they need to take to 
prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species, only about half 
fully cleaned, drained and dried their watercraft every time they 

were leaving an access. The reason, 
according to this research, is that boaters do 
not have the tools they need when and where 
they need them so that they can fully clean, 
drain and dry their watercraft. 

“The boat cleaning stations being provided 
by MLR, with funding from the Environment 
and Natural Resources Trust Fund,” said Jeff 
Forester, Executive Director of MN Lakes 
and Rivers Advocates, “provides the tools 
boaters need; a wet-dry vacuum, high-
pressure air hose, scrubbing brushes, 

grabbing tools and under carriage/overhead lights to help 
boaters see at night. Our goal is to prevent starry stonewort from 
ending up in hundreds or thousands of lakes in the state.” 

A Minnesota company, CD3 General Benefit Corporation, 
makes the best free standing boat cleaning stations in the 
country. Last year CD3 delivered stations to remote accesses on 
the Leech Lake Reservation. Five more stations were delivered 
to Beltrami County. “We hope to have twenty-eight stations in 
place and operational by open water, 2022,” said Forester. 

Clean water, and the wild river dependent on that clean water, is 
a primary resource for the Leech Lake Band. The starry 
stonewort infestation on Leech Lake threatens this critical 
resource. Said Kate Hagsten, Division of Resource Management 
(DRM) with the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, “By protecting 
our natural resources we are protecting our community, our 
cultural heritage and our future.” 

More stations are planned for later this year at lakes in Itasca, 
Beltrami, Meeker, Pope, Stearns and Wright counties. MLR will 
work with local partners to build support among boaters and the 
boating community to use the CD3 stations and Clean, Drain 
Dry their boats every time they leave a waterbody, but 
particularly when leaving a lake or river infested with starry 
stonewort. By protecting their lakes, they are protecting their 
local tax base, their heritage, and their way of life.  

 
 



Abundance of Northern Pike by Rita Glieden 
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Lake Association Volunteers 

 Lake Association Board Members 

President: Chad Swanson (2022)w1051 W Latoka Drive SWw320-760-3142wc54swan@gmail.com 

Vice President: Rita Glieden (2023)w2909 Vonderheide Drive SWw320-583-1584writaglieden@gmail.com 

Secretary: Kathy Moen (2023)w2880 The Narrows Drive SWw320-760-3936wlakemoen@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Paul Wheeler (2022)w3023 Vonderheide Drive SWw320-762-5332wdpwheeler@aol.com  

Jan Mahoney (2022)w1583 W Latoka Dr SWw651-587-8009wjanetlynnmahoney@gmail.com 

Gene Olson (2023)w1756 Firemans Lodge Road SWw3203-359-5306weugene.olson@gmail.com  

Scott Allyn (2024)w2436 Bradford Bay SWw651-261-9079wallyn911@hotmail.com                     

Randy Eken (2024)w1096 Firemans Lodge Road SWw218-779-7566wdeaconmphs@gmail.com 

Russ Wilbur (2024)w3350 Latoka Bay Dr SWw320-267-8241wruss.wilbur@yahoo.com 

MPCA Water Quality Control Monitor, DNR Lake Level Gauge Reader and MPCA Secchi Disc Reader:  

Terry and Sue Orpenwtopren2015@gmail.comw320-491-5023  Dave Sailerwdrsailer64@gmail.comw320-759-3060 

Douglas County Lake Association Representative: Bruce Luehmannwluehmannbp@gmail.comw320-219-7617 

Database Manager for Mailing List: Sue Orpenwsorpen1@gmail.comw320-219-9519 

Greeter for Big Lake Latoka: Gene Olsonweugene.olson@gmail.comw303-359-5306 

Greeter for Little Latoka: Kathy Moenwlakemoen@gmail.comw320-760-3936 

Email Correspondents: Pat Jepsen and Tony Llopiswlakelatoka@hotmail.com 

Sign Boxes Coordinators: Rita Gliedenwritaglieden@gmail.comw 320-583-1584 

Newsletter Editor: Jan Mahoneywjanetlynnmahoney@gmail.comw651-587-8009 

Facebook Moderator: Chris Blockwchrisblock@thebridgerealty.comw651-307-7663                                                                                                                    

Fish Stocking: Chris Blockwchrisblock@thebridgerealty.comw651-307-7663wRita Glieden                                                                           

Website Manager: Chad Swansonwc54swan@gmail.comw320-760-3142                                                                                                        

4th of July Parade Coordinator: Chad Swansonwc54swan@gmail.comw320-760-3142  

Lake Latoka anglers can keep 10 Northern Pike within the 
north central Minnesota fishing zone limits. In this zone, all 
pike from 22 to 26 inches must be released, and anglers may 
keep two pike larger than 26 inches. This regulation was 
instituted in 2018 to decrease the density of pike. The previous 
regulation, three pike possession, was in place since the 1940s. 

Lakes in north central Minnesota are teaming with small 
northern pike, despairingly dubbed “hammer handles,” that 
frustrate anglers. Until 2018, large and medium size pike went 
on the stringer and small ones went back into the lake. As the 

density of small pike increases, growth slows, so small pike 
stay small longer. Further compounding the problem, larger fish 
that are caught are no longer around to eat the small pike. When 
allowed to overpopulate, small pike eat a greater share of the 
available food supply than larger pike relative to their size, and 
small pike feast on small fish.  

The DNR encourages anglers to keep the small northern pike to 
help with over abundance in our lakes.                



Lake Latoka Property Owners Association 
PO Box 102 

Alexandria, MN 56308 

Please help us keep our lakeshore ownership list up to date. We need your information for sending out the newsletters, compiling 
new Lake Latoka directories, and for sending welcome representatives to new lakeshore owners.  

Please contact Sue Orpen at 320-762-1708 or sorpen1@gmail.com or Pat Jepsen at lakelatoka@hotmail.com if you: 

wOwn a vacation home on Lake Latoka but have changed your home mailing address. 

wHave sold your property on Lake Latoka. 

wKnow of property that has changed hands on the lake. 

wHave changed phone number and/or email address. 

Help Us Stay Current 

“The Lake Latoka Property Owners’ Association (LLPOA) 
is organized to encourage wise use and preservation of Lake 

Latoka in order to maintain the delicate ecological balance 
between the lake and adjacent shore lands. The association 

will coordinate and lead environment efforts to provide  
government and regulator liaisons, promote education and 

public awareness, and be the advocacy of Lake Latoka  
regarding lake shore issues.” 

Look us up for updates and important links  
(mobile friendly) 
latokaassociation.org 

Contact Us: lakelatoka@hotmail.com 

LLPOA on Facebook 
Facebook.com/groups/lakelatoka  
Stay updated with the latest news, events, as well as what 
the Lake Association is currently working on to protect 
and improve the lake. Lose a canoe? Find a paddleboard? 
Post on Facebook! 

Find us online: Mission Statement 


