
LLPOA Annual Meeting 2022 
Saturday, May 21, 2022 
La Grand Township Hall 

 
What a turnout!  Chad Swanson welcomed everyone and did an introduction of Board 
Members.  We had 56 people in attendance! 
There were no additions made to the agenda.   
Minutes from the May 10, 2021 annual zoom meeting were passed out for review.  Kevin Beyer 
made the motion to accept those minutes, seconded by Pam Luehmann. Motion approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Paul presented his report from our last meeting, March 28, 2022 

through today.  After checks written for this period our checking account balance stands at 
$14,996.53. 
Certificates of Deposit were explained as our savings for any possible need in the future.   
Questions were asked and answered.  Motion was made by Russ and seconded by Scott to 
accept this report.  Motion approved. 
 

Committee Reports: 
Restoration Lake Environment/Lake Shore – Scott explained the program and 
encouraged anyone interested in applying for funds up to $250.00.  Scott would make a 
visit to your home and talk about what restoration costs would fit this protocol.   
Fish Stocking – Rita explained the results of the fish survey conducted last Fall by the 
DNR.  She got much of her information from Bill McGibbin, DNR manager in Glenwood.  
Lots of facts and figures about Latoka fish….. and the entire report can be accessed at 
MN DNR Lake Finder.  Interesting facts were discovered such as, we have large walleye 
who grow old here in Latoka.  We do not have an abundance of young walleye.  The 
largest walleye that was netted we 29.3” and was probably a 10-12 year old fish.  Our 
Northern Pike count is too high.  There were 15 counted per net and the DNR would like 
that to be less than 7.  Rita explained the changes, since 2018, that encourage people to 
keep young northern and not return them to the lake.  There is a 10 Pike limit.  Spring 
stocking has not happened yet because of the cool water temps.  The DNR will stock the 
fry probably next week.  This may be the last year that “fry” are stocked because their 
survival rate is so small.  They are competing for the same food as the zebra mussels, 
and the zebra mussels are winning.  We will continue to stock fingerlings in the Fall of 
the year, paid for by the association. 
Loon nest update:  Rita’s husband Craig, with help from Paul Wheeler and Doug Kuelbs, 
put the nests in place as early as possible.  Update is there is a resident loon on the 
platform on Big Latoka.  A suggestion was made to take a picture of the loon nest and 
send to all the VRBO’s on our lake to encourage visitors to remember to keep a distance 
from the nests and the loons with all watercraft.  Will discuss this at our June meeting. 
Auditing:  Paul explained how the financial accounts have been audited in the past.  
2021 was an in-house audit and the next one will be scheduled for 2023. 



Membership – Gene Olson explained to the group that he is contacted by Sue Orpen 
regarding any new residents on Lake Latoka.  He then puts a packet of information 
together and mails it to their home.  In person visits have not been done because of 
Covid. 
Newsletter – Jan gave a big thank you to all who helped write articles for this Spring 
Newsletter.  It serves as a good resource for all of us to find names, phone numbers, 
website info, besides the good articles.  Thank you Jan! 
DCLA – Bruce Luehmann explained a little more about our involvement with this group 
that encompasses 24 lakes in our area.  They conducted a weed survey in 2019 and it 
will be done again in 2022.  Other topics they are working on are water flow testing to 
determine the quality and amount of water coming into and leaving the lakes.  The 
DCLA will have their annual meeting on Sept 7th, 4:00 at the Legacy of the Lakes.  All are 
invited to attend.   
 

Election of Board Members – 3 openings 
The floor was open for any member to request their name be put on the ballot or for 
any nomination to be added.  After a pause, a motion was made by Bruce and seconded 
by Rich to close nominations and vote on the ballot of: 
Chad Swanson, Paul Wheeler, Jan Mahoney 
We all thank these 3 for agreeing to serve on the board for an additional 3 years. 
 

Justin Swart, Environment Planning Technician 
 

Justin gave us an informative talk.  He passed out a 20 page document from the 2019 
Lake Latoka Aquatic Vegetation and AIS Surveys.  The good news is that NO starry 
stonewort or other AIS were found in the nearshore meander survey that was 
conducted.  This survey will be repeated in 2023. A copy of this report will be included 
with these minutes.  Other areas that he touched on were shoreline rules and 
regulations.  If anyone is going to start a project in the 25’ from shoreline they should 
call and check on permit requirements.  One thing I picked up on was that we are 
allowed to remove 25’ of submerged vegetation each year without needing a permit.  
This would be for a swim area or a pathway to get boats in and out from the dock.  The 
worry is that Curly Weed will probably show up in local lakes.  His advice to our board 
was to *get a survey done as soon as possible *speak with an applicator who has 
knowledge and would get the necessary permits for treatment *identify how invasive 
and work at reducing wherever it is most prevalent.  He warned us that eradication may 
take 3-5 years.    
There have been some changes in Rip Rap rules.  Again best advice would be to call the 
DCLA for specifics or use a landscaper who has knowledge of the rules in place as of Feb 
2022.  Justin took many questions from the floor and offered to visit any one’s property 
who had a specific request for assistance.   

 



Other business:  Chad opened up for questions regarding high water concerns.  A NO WAKE 

ZONE is not easy to establish by our association.  It is a ruling made by the state and is usually 
statewide.  During this time of high water levels it is important to be aware of wave damage to 
shoreline.  Chad will check with the township about the flow of water from Latoka to Lake 
Cowdry.  It’s moving, but some think it may be getting plugged up and not releasing enough 
water into Cowdry.  The orders for Lake Shirts will continue now until June 1st.  Orders and 
checks are to be sent to Chad Swanson. 
 
Raffle drawing:  We awarded a $30 gift certificate to Lake Country Meats, and 2 t-shirts with 
Lake Latoka on them.   
 
A motion was made by Gene and seconded by Vern to adjourn at 11:00. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Moen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


